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) Whether it may bee| 
| Lawfull to take | 
UVSE FOR MONET. i 
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Johan. Sarisburienſiq 
Epiſt. 198. 


- In omni ardui dubjetate cenſeo factendum ;, Ut 
; prims omnium. queramus of ſequamur quid ſuper 
' hoc lex divina preſcripfit, que ft nihil certum ex- 
| primis recurratur ad Canones exempla Sanfo- 
| rum, abt ft nthil certum occurrit tandem exploren- 
tur ingetia of conſilia Pune! in timore Domini. 
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| Tothe Reader. 


z®> Sſoon as I hadun-» 

> derſtanding in the 

WV affaires of this 

| World, I became 

ſenſible how grievous it was 

to lie under the heavy diſcaſe 

of paying Intcreſt,Confidera- 

tion, or [lſe, ( term ithow 

you will ) for mony: And | . 

finding it generally condem- 

ned by thoſe whoſe Judge- 

_ | ments and learning I did 

s | moſteſteem, I began to que- 

| tion with my ſelf whether 

| | the ſinne were not of that na- 

{ | ture that I my ſelf in paying 
..= | did concur in the ſame of- . 

| | ence with the: taker, accore 

ding to that 2 of St Paxl, in 

the vulgar latine, quitalia 4- * Rom, x. 

gunt dignt ſunt morte, non ſo- 32. | 
A 2 lum 


— 
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'Tothe ; fe: wa 


b Tevit, 
25.6, 

© Numb, 
35. 11. 
FPeur, 15. 


3. 
«4 Deur. 
IS.1, 2. 


| © Fxod, 


22. 21. 
23. 9. 


lum qui faciunt ſed etiam qui 
conſentiunt facientibu; Which 
doubt I found after propoun- 
ded by Aquinas 2* 2z g. 78. 
&. 4. but neither ſa reſolved 
by him, or his learned Com- 
mentator Cajetan, as that 1 
received fatisfaftion in the 
pole. Upon which occaſion 

began to ſearch farther, and 
as for the Scripture I con- 
fels the prohibitions in it 
ſcemed to me to have much 
of the Laws framed for no 
other than the .Common- 
wealth of the Jewes; Andto 
bee of the ſame nature the 
b Tubile, © The Citics for Rex 
fuge, 9 The Releaſe robec 
made every ſeventh year 
were: for it is noway probable 
God who cammanded them 
neither © to yvex, nor opprels 


a ſtranger (which it is appa- | 


rent was of ſuch an one to 
them as they were to the E- 
£yptians) would have permit- 


——_———— — 


ted the free exerciſe of Uſe 
Gn 


-_ 


nog he: . _ _ = Es 
To the Reader. 4 


rowards, him could it not 
have been without either op- 
preſſion or -vexing., - And 
prohibited the Jewes who 
(either in reſpe& of their ot- 
ten releaſes and Jubilces) 
could not give the afſuran- 
ces might be required-in ſuch 
contrafts, or for ſome other 
reaſons alone known to the 
Divine wiſedome. As for the 
other places in the Palmer, 
Exekjel, &c. they ever ſeemed 
to me no more prohibitions, 


fides, what was me thought 
very conſiderable, no one 
Writer I met with condem- 
ned the 24%z7g increafe upon 
lone of money if offered with 
willingneſs, and. not contra- 
aed tor be the party never fo 
poor that payed it, yet 
obſerved that to be againſt 
| Levit. 25.36. as all oppreſſ- 
on in baying and ſelling, 


pe I 4. 


Touch- 


but were-to bee referred to 
the firſt limitations of it. Be- 


G_ EE 


* De uſuris 
lez.1.Cod. 
Theod.1. 2. 


es 


8 Gloſs. ad 
Novel 2.c. 
4.ad ver- 
| bum Cen- 
reſima, 


Touching the pratice of 
the Primicive Chriſtians 
there is nothing more plain 
than that it was not onely 
common amongſt them, but 
allowed by lawes, for proof 
of which there needs no more 
than the Title pe uguR1s 
found in both the Codex of 
Theodeſins and juſtinian, and 
that in ſo high a manner as 
the Emperour Conſtantine at 
the very time the Coun- 
cill of Nice ſate, ſeemes to 
have moderated the exceſs f, 

et ſo as hee that lent two 

uſhels was to reccivea third 
uſure nomine, que lex ad ſolas 
pertinet fruges : Nam pro pecu- 
nia" ultra lingulas Centeimas 
creditor wertatar accipere._ | 
know it is not without que- 
ſtion what is the meaning of 
Centeſima , Acurſins (aics 
it was as much as the 
principall in a year. . 8 Eſt 
Centeſima ques ſorti in anno 


To the Reader. 
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equiparatwr, And elſewhere 
| gives 


KS 


& 


=y _—_ 1 
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Conſt antines alowance no man Cenreſi- 
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gives cthisexample. Þ Sors eſt " Gloſs. in | 
dnodecem nſura fit 1n anno Cod.de u- 


quarner ſed rſs ot ne of [nag 4 


eſsis,fi equiparatnry ſorti twnc rextiam 
eft centeſima. And ſo under- partew,ts 
ſtands it be that made the «4 Leg.28 
Gloſs upon Gratian, i Cex- 7 Pinet- 
tefima dicitur uſura que ſorts". 1; 
Dift. 47. 
£quiparater in anne.S0 that by, 2. wb. 


was to reccive of fruits above ma. 
a third ,. but for mony by the 
year the whole ſumme, which 
was intollerable. Others are 
of opinion that the Roman 
manner of paying for the 
lone of mony becing by the 
month, which Horace « ſhews « Epif, 2. 
in fine. 
Hec ubi locutns faenerator 
Alphins, 
Jam jam futurns Ruſticas, 
Omnem relegit Idibus pecu- 
nan ; 
Omzerit Kalendis ponere. 
Andof a Debtor to pay «ſe, 
—l| Triſtes miſero ventere Ka- | Sayr. 3. 
lende lib.3. 


DE Asx They 
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® Budeus They |therefore = think no 
de aſſe.l.1, man ſhould pay more than 
the hundreth part of. the 
rincipall by the monthgcal- | 

ed theretore Cente/ima,which 

Was 12. per Cent. in the year, 

a large .increaſe enough to 

ruine| any borrower, But be 

it which jc will it cleerly 

» Boats ſhews as ® the Emperaur Va- 
ris Cod, entinian and Theedoſins (ay, 
Theod.Leg. Viury or increaſe for many 
2. Was iare permiſſam. 
| Neither .the Lay alone, 

but Biſhops themſelves (nor 

ſo carefull of their paſtoral 

* Cyprian funQtion as was fie)did ® per 
p Bryn; Alienas. provincias oberrantes, 
Pamel.2z, Hg H1ationis queſiuoſe nundi- 
cad.q. MAS ANCHpAYI, eſurientibus in 
eccleſia fratribus non ſubvenire, 

habere argentuns largiter velle, 

fundos infidrofis frandibas ra- 
pereueſuris multiplicantibes fe- 

"#5 augere,(0 that not content 

with what the law allowed 

they did increaſe their ſtock 


by uſe upon uſe, which how | 


uncon- 


OO — — OO C——— 
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unconſcionable it might be, 
- | and how performed, I will 
| not here diſpure, he that 
wouid underſtand how it paſt 
may read Acarſus his Glofs 
ad Leg. 28. Cod. Uſuris. 
Theſe exorbitances in the 
Clergy procured the 17 Ca- 
ox inthe Council of P Nice, ? Conc. 
which yer reached none but &neral. 
thoſe that were 4 7 x81614, _ 
'within the rule of the church, BOY 
And is undoubtedly there ſet 
clown notas a thing in its 
own nature bad and- forbid 
inre divine, but as We ſay jure 
poſitive upon -the Churches 
command. For Firſt it did 
not extend tothe Lay, waich 
had it been a fin in ir ſelf, 
could: not have been exemp- 
ted out of the command. Se- 
condly, at the ſame time the 
Emperor, fo renowned to all | 
poſterity for piety and equi= - 
ty in making Lawes,cſtabliſhe 
the thing, itſelf by an Edic . 
| as''did | Avon princes 


who 


—_ —_— 


| Tothe Reader, | 
who ſacceded.Thirdly,it on- 
Iy| provides for the future, 
44Ta 19 begy Tomy Tots naypla- 
109, he that (hold after that 
time take nſury, not with my 
reference to the paſt, whic 

had been moſt inconfiderate- 
9 Neque ly omitted had the thing 
in ulla been in its own nature bad. 
Lege prz- q As the Heathens obſeryed, 
erm 7 awes looked not at offences 


—_— paſt if the thing were not in 


— 


{cur x its own nature faulty. So 
ejus rei when it provides only for 


— ay the furure , without any cen- 


celerata 2” he an 
ac nefaria Probabilitie- it was tolera- 
eſt,ur eri- ble before. Fourthly,the Oo» 


vonm-oandt with the like ſeverity, are 
6: oP © cleerly juris o9fitsVi,. as that 
re vitan te p9j# wn 
da forer, none ſhould uſe any manuall 
Cicero lib, occupation, for; ſo I: inter- 
pep: ſhich how ever it may be 
Rob. Ste. Very indecencly exerciſed'in 
phani. any of the Clergy » yet cer- 


—— 


l—— "y 


ſurcof the:paſt,there is a great. 


am fi lex ther particulars | ng for 
e 


3.inVer- pn werey ephoos apay us there. 
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= 


| rot tainly hath no.ot er ground | 
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To the Reader. 


for becing unlawfull than 
the command of the church, 
for St. Pax! doubtleſs did it 
AR.5. 18.3.1 Cor. 4.12. &c. 
Laſtly, the offence ſeemes to 
be much in the quantity, for 
they exated not leſs than 
«went, that is,the whole and 
half. 

Conformable to this de- 
cree of ſo famous a' Coun- 
cill, divers provinciall ones 
held at * Carthage, Arles and 
elcewheredid prohibit uſury, 


to the Clergy only; indeed 
the Councill of Carthage be- 
ing pur in mind byone that 
in his farts it was condem- 
ned in Church-men, Gratns 
the Biſhop of that Sea re- 


plies, quod in laicis reprehen- 


ditar, id multomagis in cleri- 


cis oportet predamnari, which 
plainly ſhews it not to be 
condemned as in it own na- 
ture a ſinne, for then the 
Lay as well as the Prie 
| becn. 


* Conc, 
Carthag. 


| but ever with rhe reſtri&ion 1-<@. 13. 
Arelaten. 1 


I | C I4, 


had ' 
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| 


been in all times culpable, 
but as of that which how- 
ever inſome it-might be tole- 
rable,. yet was not titting for 
them to exerciſe, And truly:| . 
the exceſſes then taken did 
ſo much paſs all proportion 
of Charity , as it weli deſcr- 
ved reprchenſion, and cauſe 
the fathers ſpeak with more 
carneftneſs againſt ic than 
other finns to which men]. 
were by nature leſs addifted | * 
than that of Covetouſineſs. 
Arid for proof of it, there 
needs no other teſtimon 

than that of Juſfi»iax, whoſe 
care Was veterem ditram et 
graviſſizzam uſurarum melem 
ad mediecritatem ducere, (3c. 
and doth therefore eſtabliſh 


what ſhould bee taken; too|- 


long to be here inſerted; he 
that would know more par-. 
ticularly may have recourſe 


fDewuris to ' the law it ſelf. It ſuft- 


ccth. me, that the Emperor 


if... having there proportioned, 


Rs. Ati eee. 
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To the Reader. 


| what people of ſeverall con- 


" | ditions ſhould rake, he con- 


cludes, Ceteros arntem emnes 
homines dimidiam tantumma= 
do Centeſime ulurarum nomine 
poſſe ſtipulari et eam quantit a- 
tem Uſurarum etiam 17 aliis 
omnibus caſibus nullo modo am- 
pliari. in quibus citra ſtipula- 
tronem uſurz exigi ſolent;what 
dimidiuns Centeſime was 1 
muſt refer you to that I have 
ſaid before,. though Acurſins 
explaincs. it. to bee half 
the principall, by thisverſes... 
quterere ſemiſſes poſſunt commy- 
nit wr omnes. tt ſcems by Navel. 
121. 138. and.other Laws, 
Uſe in thoſe times, kowever 
this moderated: by: the Em- 
| peror (who likewiſe took a- 


very high. 

If any ſhall queſtion how 
theſe Laws were cenſured b 
the holy Fathers of thoſe 
times, Þ confeſs my ſelf to 
have read nothing\ in-parti- 
cular” 


ret 


way-* Uſe upon. uſe ) was ; id.Leg 


—————_— 4 


To the Reader. 


cular of thoſe concern Uſury 5 
* De vite yet in generall » Euſebins ob- 


Conften- {ſerves Conſtantine reduced old 
tin. l.x.c. 


26. Laws to more equity , and 
indeed ſo we find him to 


— 


actionibus pertain to debts, which are of 
Leg.3. lib. near relation. And of Jſti- 
17. Cod. y;4» we find this teſtimony in 
the ſixth generall Councill , 
Y Concil. ? \2p maps Cnawrhs #. aandulcy 
generdl. Pp. x Santis wiews © oy TYTT-PY 
45. b.tom, Ti wriun legmants & Baome vs, tr;- 
3. edit. wos ij 6pdorus # mirvas !enmror Wap 
Rom. 1612 5 {runes cjputhoy icy TG $5. h04- 
AF. 4. (« Torconr The fk eye a 
maiſelay U{w78, x, pier 7d voy 
Yao 40d) Tov iOvGv 4 aurs INo- 
#Eds privn GpoFrumrews - atiimes, 
£nves = GpS0 Ins © mower Ja Tov 
(oCaruimr wary 1d)xTwr os The 
xcgue draxuTa(e wmurimu » 
Which I tranſlate thus ; Ju- 
| ſtinian « King of happy memo- 
xy, above all things jealons of 
the true and Apoſtolique Faith, 
| | . the truth of whoſe. belief a 


* De ex. have * done, even thoſe did | 


wc a it did pleaſe God by 


85 


N m—— NEE. 


|| 


/ 
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To the Reader. 
his ſincere confeſſion, ſo much 
did he raiſe the moſt Chriſtian 
policy ; the Godly memory of 
whoſe devotion ts to this day 
famons, and the truth of his 
Faith diſperft throughout all 
the world by his Imperial E- 
difts us praiſed, And ſome- 
what _ —— EZ he . gms : 
muy lav 6-0 s 7% Wy As Gabins 5Y 
Tugrrievs Gag £ 1 ap679 57w 2} Fi ; 

# duokbere vis xpermeve Tf ar Acros 4.4 
xailros Te nearre. That is , 
The great Juſtinian, the laſt, 
but moſt worthy of all , whoſe 
virtue and godlineſs reduced: all 
things to. @ better order, How 
can we then imagine Princes 
ſo pious ,, ſo carefull to cor- 
re& all. chey found amiſs, 
ſhoald permit what was ſo 
full of. in as ſome now take 
itto be ? 

And tlius for ought Fknow 
ſtands it amongſt the Eaftern * 
Chriſtians te this day,. unleſs 
the Mabumetes have made in | 


mm 
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« Carol. 
Magn. (05 
Ludovic. 
pj capit. 
Lib.5. cap. 
36, lab. x. 
Cc; 5.38. 


C, 
n. A- 
poſt.cap. 


44 at poſt 
Gratian. 


cep. 43. 


© Leo, 
| Epift.1. 
Cap. 3- Þ.5. 


OG. buted. to the Apoſtles, did 


in Exrepe aftcr the year $00,  _ 
that Chay/ci the greatdivided ' 
the Empire, it received ſome 
change : For in his Capitu- | 
lars we find a clear determi- 
nation that it ought notto | 
be ; © Hſuram non ſolum cleri- 
ci ſed nec laici exigere debent: 
Which is the firſt prohibition 
L bave at all met layd upon | 
the Lay. The. Councill of | 
Nice, and the Þ Canons attri- 


condemn it inthe Clergy,and 
ſolikewiſe didiſome particu- 
lar Synods. And that of Car- 
thage did'not approve it" in 
them ; and Leothe firſt, who 
went fartheſt,did:grieve © con- 
dolere the exerciſe of. it did | 
cadere in_ Laicas qut Chriftia> 
nas ſe dics capinnt, imimating; | 
it had been a greater- per- | 
fe&tion of Charity, had:they 
abſtained from it ; but none . 
extended to a command, . or | 
to: decermine ic. a thing they: || 
oughtnot:todo, before this-|| 
|; Decree 1: 


— 


> 


| 


; 
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| which no doubt wanted:nor | 
| Pens to defend it; for about 


ſuch Rules as were moſt ape 
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Decree of the Emperor; 


two hundred years after, cer- 
tain learned men colle&ing 4 
out of Councils and Fathers , 


for the Government of the 

Church , and dirc&ion of a 
Chriftian, called therefore * Hif.Bo- 
Canonifſfts, as thofe who were /ogn. de 
the beginners of the Canon 79747. 
Law, ſuch| were Burehardus 
Biſhop of Wirmes, Ive of © guich. 
Chartves, and Gratiana Bene- lib. 2. cap. 
ditine Monk , who writ the 229. 1w. 
laſt of chem , yer began his 0:5 0-1 
Work 11519, and finiſhed it Nor: is. in 
ten yeares- after ; neither of principio 
them omitted ſundry <Chap- Gratian. 
ters in condemnation off#. Dif-47- 
ſrr,and were thereinfollow- 274 |. 
ed by Canonifts, Cafuiſt<,and * p,creqd. 
Schoolmen , inſvmuch ag lib. g. tit. 
there is hardly any colle&ton 19.7nſexto 
of the f Canon Law fince,, OS. 
without onetitle de wſurts, tt lid. s tie. 
turning infinitely to the ad- g.gc. 
vantage 


es 


— — 


® <a 


 Tothe Reader. 
vantage of the Eccleſiaftique, 


who by that was made 
judge of allmoſt all Agree- | 


as who ſhall read the title in 
the Canon Law,and what the 
Do@ors have writ of #ſury, | 
reſtitution upon it, and par- 
ticipation with the Yſurer , 
&c.may plainly diſcern. And 
not content with what hath 
paſt in foro anime, in private , 
they have gone ſo ' a as a 
s Kieron 8g Tempora I Judge, being 
de Geval. (omerimes ready to giveſen- 
one per vi- (Nc upon a Contraft, hath 
am violen- been ſtopt by the Ecclefia- 
tie par. 2, ſtique, ona pretence the Bar- 
4-95 gain vvas Uſurious. Yet 


ments between man and man, |. 


Gn ao 


the neceſlity of humane com- 
mggce hath cauſed divers, ſo 
great enemies to the name- of 
* 4 Moun- Uſe, with their * Mountains of 
tein of piety, their diſtin&tions of 
Pty, 52 Jucrum ceſſans's and damnum 
ſtock of , . 
Money emergens , to palliate ſo the 


me) thing it ſelf, as to call that 


_ Cha- no Utſury, wbich bath the | 


ſame 
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ſame eff-C, at leaſt ro my un- rity of 
| derſtanding. good 
people, 

who obſerving the poor ruined by. the Ulur 
of Jewes , did voluntarity contribute goo 
ſtore of treaſure, to be prelerved and lent un- 
to them, whereby they upon ſecurity might 
have moncy at a low rate to relieve their 
wants, which becauſe the maſs is great , and 
che thing pious and charitable in ir {c1f,is cal- 
led a Mountain of Piery, Bur in reſpe& the 
Officers and other charges incident unto it 
cannot be had without ſome emolument, ther- 
fore the borrower pays ſomewhat by the 
Monerth for the lone of thar he receives. C jet. 
opuſc. de monte pietat. cap. 1. | 

There is another fort, which is, when a 
' Prince or State hath need of a good quantity 
of money, and doth for his ſupply, either im- 
poſe a lone upon icular men, or volunta- 
rily receive a good ſumme from them, and for 
their tecurity aſſignes of his revenue 5. 6. 7. 
or 8. per cent, This differs from Uſe-mone 
with us, in that the lender cannot at his will 
call ir in, or make uſe of the money ir ſelf , 
otherwiſe than by transferring hig right in the 
Bank to another, onely the Prince at his plea- 
lure may, by paying all in, diflolve the Bank. 
Antonin, par. 2. tit. 1. cap. 11. in principis, And 
there wants not learned men which hold both 
theſe wayes of receving increaſe ro bee Uluri- 
ous, and likewiſe that defend the contrary, 
that neither of them is, Sce Matheo Villant 


lth. 3. cap. 106. 
After 
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To the Reader. 
After the year 1200 much 


of the Ecclehaſtique power , 
eſpecially what concerned 


[Pope was delegated by the 
P 


p pn Oe CEE 
b | 


| (ca g fince _ _ of In- 
hb In Gxto Quifition whom Alexan- 
de wn |= the oy about the year | 
c.8.9. de 1255 did expreſly charge not 
gueiens- to meddle with any Queſtion | 

* Af i{ſury, though there want- 
ed nat ſome, who in that 


þ 

foſſe peccate meriale, as ap- ( 

am oy by i Hiſtory, andekas f 

i In Cle- reſolution of Clement the fifth | 
| ment. de in the Councill of Viewna , | 
nt 131 ;k 8s quis in illum errorem | 
Gioven, Incideyit wt pertinaciter affir- 
Villeni.th, mare preſwmat, excrcere ult- 
13: c. 57.ras non effe peccatum, - De- 


puniendums. Upon which the 
Inquifitors grew very butie in 

many parts. At Florence in 

| « Gioven, the year 1345s * upon a great 
Fill. i6. diorder that then fell out, 
they were forced by Lawy 


con- 


—_c_c 


ope to certain [nquiftors | 


Age affirmed , {ſara non} . 


cernimas eum Vvelnt hereticnns | 
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To the Reader. 
conformable to thoſe of 

ia, Spain, XC. to regulate 
as — though in t Are ' Ludovi, 
ragow by a Bul of Lee the A owes 
tenth it ſeems they now pro- Inguiſt.bb, 
ceed in ſuch cauſes. In Venice, :.c. n.35. 
that wiſe State would never « 
admit the Inquiſition ® Che fs ® Tattato 
trattino cauſa dinſura di qual 9 Inquifi- 
fi voglia ſorte, to meddle with 79"*-<23- 
any kind of Xſury , nor the 3* 5" 
Trade of any Artiſan, &c. 

Touching the Church of 


'| England, farther than that 


the Councill of Nice was rc- 

ceived both by the * Britons * FEpiſt. 
and 9 Saxons even at the very jo, 98 
firſt, I know no. particular j},' _ 
prohibicion of Mſry, if we og ud 
omic that | imperte& clauſe Theod. /ib. 
? in the Councll of Calcarth, 1.Hiſt.cap. 


abcut.7$7, till Edward the '*: 


Confeflor, 'who having lived SE we 
[Jong in Fraxce, and ſeaſoned c, 17, p. 
'with the. principles of that 299. con- 
| Kingdome 4did, cil, Fpe;m. 
Firſt, baniſh all- Uſucers } 79-37: 
out of his Kingdom. = Pe 
Secondly, 


— 
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Tothe Reader. a 


Secondly, if any afterthat 
prohibition ſhould be found 
to exerciſe it, he then confiſ- 

- Catcd all he had. 

Thirdly, he bard them of 
the proteCtion the Law affor- 
ded, and gives this reaſon , 
that having lived in the 
French Court, he had learnt, ; 

, ”= uſura radix omninn ma- 
© Cook In- (079 eſſet. But asa* learned 
fiit.3.c.34. Gentleman wiſely obſerycs , 
p.163. Too ſeverg Laws are never du- 

ly executed; ſo hapned it with 

this, which certainly was not 

all put in praQtice in England, 
r Sim. for in the year 1126*in fa 
Dunelm. Councill held at Weſtminſter, 
An; 1125: by Cardinall de Creme the 
15.4 Con- 2opes Legate, and theCler- 
tuat Flo- gy of England, we find it on- 
rent. Wi- ly prohibitory to thoſe of the 
gon. An* Church; #{nram &: turpe In- 
PR P. cyumclericis ownimodss prohi- 
bemns, qui vero ſuper crimine 
tali confeſſns fuerit aut con- 
viltus, & proprio gradu dejicia- 
#xr. And again in another 


.......hcld 
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held at the ſame placeby © 41> * Apud + 
bericus Biſhop of Hoſia the Richard. 


uls- 


Popes Legat 1 138, thus, Fe- 

neratores Clerices OT turpia In- 55. 

cra ſeftantes, & publica ſecn- 

larinm negotia prockrantes, ab 

officio Ecclefiaſtico nihilominus 

removendos cenſemas : Which 

is indeed no more than a rc- 

newing the Nicenze Canon, of 

which before. After this I 

doe not remember any one 

made dire&ly againſt it in 

England. Neither hath Lyn- 

wood any title of it, though 

there be ſo many in the Com- 

mon Law'/, nor at all that I 

know doth he touch upon it , 

unlefſe in| one ® place, and * De fig. 

that very lightly which 3977 c. 

ſhewes clearly it was not z, = Bras 

much proſecuted here. fel.81.a. 
By theſe ſteps that which | 

a the ficſt was exerciſed by 

Biſhops and others , after- 

wards forbid the Clergy, as 

|what might * intangle them +» , Tan. 

lin the affairs of this world FR 

and . 


. To the Reader. © | | 


To the Reader. 


————— 


7 1 Tim, and ſhew minds 7 too greedy 

3-8. of filthy lucre, allowed by ſo 
many Imperial EdiQs of the 
moſt pious Emperors , firſt 
becamediſliked in the Lay, 
after that prohibited , and 
then they proceeded ſo far, 
as to determine, to affirm it 
no fin, was Hereticall. 

Upon the whole matter I 
could not conclude,cither by 
expreſs wordg, or neceſſary 
inference ont of Scripture , 
or the prattice of the Primi-| 
tive Church, cither giving , 
or taking uſe for mony lent, 
ro be in its own nature a- 
monegft Chriſtians ſinfu]l, ſo| 
as no other | circumſtance 
made it ſo, as either the ex- 
ating the. height the Law 
permitted, or upon the Bur- 
rowers |poverty, not accept- 
ing what he is willing and 
ble to pay, but with rigour 

! forcing from him the utter- 
moſt penalty, or uſing ſome 
other way againſt Charity, | 


not |. 
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"| to fubmit to that of H/fedins, 
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not ſo fit for me to explicate; 
Inſhort, | faw reaſon not 


—_—— 


Tg : Caſ.C 

: lſura nm oft intrinfict five (gd ,00n 
ſno genere mala, ſed oft reg in« n. 29. þ. 
differems, nor to deny that of 418. 


| *Calvin, Nulls teſtinonio Scrip-" £1 


twre mihi conſtat uſures omni- mw 
ne damuatas eſſe. 
Yet I doe not take upon 
' me to determine it to be ab- 
| ſolutely lawfull, 1 leave thac 


+ | to ſome Learned Divine, on- 


| ly I have here hiſtorically re- 
lated what I met with in the 
inquiry.I know many of con- 
(cience and Learning are of 
[5 Contr opinion , and [ 
take this to be of that nature 
'b S Amnpnſtine in one place > zxchi- 
held Purgatory,s:rum ita fit, rid.c.6g. 
queri poteſt ct ant imveniri ant #2: 3. 
latere,that every man ought 


| |to ſatisfy himfelf, and do ac- 


cordingly. Men of great fin- 
ceriry and judgment may 
differ in Theologicall teners. 
Cardinall Cajet a» , of that in- 

a_ * .* regrity 


mp 
oF 
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To the Reader. 

tegrity Chamier hath left this 
* Cham. teſtimony of him, © ver mes ju- 
de canone. dicio quanvis Papiſta tamen 
= = candidgs , plurmnmg, diftans 
| 34.p.424. #6 e4 pertinacia quam in reli 

= deplorare cogimmr, is ful- 
y of opinion the aying mo- 
ny for loan to hots Banks are 
calledMountaines of Picty is 
'. ©4 unlawfull and uſurious. 
| cat. Cardinall Tollet,in whoſe wri. 
efuſcul., to. 

2 de monte 8INgs to: uſe Caſanbous words, 
pietat, cap. © cum xcellente rerum phileſs- 
6.9. phicarum et theologicaruns noti- 
1 aſt, tia par certat modeſtia,is clecr- 
af "D,. ly contrary and againſt him, 
| cm. Epi, holding them very lawfull.1n 
\p-38. theſe diſputes I cannot but 
iy py. think ofthat of f Aqu. Quando 
Pragrnammey queſtio qua queritur de aliquo 
| «pud Ant)- £8 trum fit peccatum mortale 
| hin. Pay. 2. vel non,nifi ad hoc habeatur au- 
| c 11. Set. Htoritas expreſſa ſcripture ſacre, 
| 20, aut canonis, ſen determinatio- 
| is ecclefie, vel evidens ratio, 
201 niſi periculoſiſſime determi- 
| *atwr; and indeed, if he mean 
| by the determination of the 
| Church 


| econ ch_| 
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} 
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; Church the four, nay that of 

| faith that| was reſolved in the 
-| fix firſt generall Councills, I 
' know nothing to oppoſe a- 
 gainſt it;but of this too much. 

' Whilſt] was thus in ſearch, 
this peeceI now give thee,was 

; written almoſt thirty yeares 

| fince by a very Learned Gen 
tleman for ſatisfaftion of a 
perſon of worth, and relation 
unto him, fell into my hands, 

- from whence ſome friends 
| importunate for copies of it,l 
tearing the thing it ſelf might 

' receive injury by il] tranſcri- 

| bers(as thole of ſom s famous 
writers have done Jadventur- 
\cd the putting ir tothe prels, 

' not knowing how the Audor 

' may interpret this my bold 

; axtempt- in doing it without 

| his command. The Reader 
'tnerefore| cannot expett it 

F {ſheuld come out fo perfett 
'as it might have done, had ir 
paſt his laſt eye. Yet ifthou 
ftind any juſt cauſe of excep- 

a 2 rions 
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tions, let them be known, be- 
fore the gravel ſtone or ſome; 
infrmity make the Writer 
unable to- give thee and the 
world further fatisfation. 
However,{uch as 1 received it, | 
I give it unto thec,and if thou 
beeſt a Lender and it ſhall not 
 ſativfie thee in the receiving 
profit for loan of mony, | can 
aſſure thee it hath me full 

in the paying of it. farewel). 


Eaſt- Peckham 
O&. 9.1652. 
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F Exceptions be taken 
ether to the Argument 
or Amtbor of theſe notes, 

The Anſwer muſt be , T his 
| | queſtion of Viury concerns 
no Article of Faith ; Bat is 

| 4'pomnt| of” Morataty; aun: uje 
of Conſcience, and. in that 're- | + 
gardit admits of a diſputation 
without Scaudall : the rather, 
Þ| | for that the Church of England 
| bath not Defened or Deſcribed 
Viury. The Divmes of the| 
refo rmed Churches are divided 
LT in this Controverfie; The grea- 
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| teſt part of them oppoſe or niſ- 
| like the rigid aſſertion of ſuch 
as condemn All Contracts 
i for gain by lending; Namely, 
Biſhop Babington, Myr. Per. 
kins, Dr. Willet, Dr. Mayer, 
Mr. Brinfley,. and others here 
at home; and abroad, Calvin, | | 
Martyr, Bucer, Bullinger, | 
Danzus, Hemingius, Zan- 
'Eh1us, Veſinas, Bucanus, Ju- 
nius, Polanus, Molineus, 
Scultetus, Alſtedius, Ame. 
fius, Grotius, Salmalius. 
The Author, though be be 
neither Divine by calling, nor | 
by profeſſion a Scholar, yet 
as be is a rationall\ man be 
may, and as be is a Chriſtan be 
i ought 


p—— 
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ought, for the direction of his 
| own praGtice, to examinewhat 
may be done with a ſafe conſci- 
ence, and what not. The' C1- 
vilians and Canonifts fre- 
quently diſpute of the nature of 
Viury, be knowes not but that 
any other Laique may doe 
the like. The Argument was 
frſt undertaken for the ſatis- 
faStion of the tenderneſs of the 
conſcience of others, and not 
to juſtifie any practice of the 
Anthors, who bath alwaies gi- 
ven,but not taken Viury. This 
point of Viury, as it is at this 
= controverted,e5 4 wiger f0+ 
piſo queſtion ; firft:broached by 
the Eran Lcs and wow. 
niſts, 


| 
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ni{ts, no autient Father or wri- 
ter that T know of ever defined 
or. diſputed it. Since the Red 
formaton MelanQhon and 
Chemnitius are the only noted | 
men abroad, and here at home 
Dr. Downam #ow Biſbop of 
London-derry #2 Ircland, 
Dr. Fenton, and learned Dr. 
Andrewes late Biſhop of 
Wincheſter. ' I heave made 
choice of Dr Fentons Treatiſe 
to examine, becauſeit is the la- 
teſt,and 1 na little of any *o- 
ment but is in bim. I deſire bis 
ww befirſt __ _ -_ 
e, what 1 

Ball not eaſily be aderfband 
To give ſome _ avcompt to 
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the þ eader of the ſubſtance of 


| the ſcattered arguments in this | 


| Traciate, be muſt know 5 5 That 


my ſcope and intentzon is to | 
ew that Viury is no where 4 
ET 
ans:but that it is ar lawfi / 
any other contra&+ or bargain, 
unleſs the lawes of the Lawd do 
prohibit or moderate 't us: 
poentof fhate orpolicy. Awe that 
no State or Conmonwealth can 
or ever did ftand without it, or 
that which m coxtra&ts is equi- 
| walent to it, ſmce the walnation 
| of the nſe of money is the fonn- 
dation and rule which govern || 
the valuation.of all other forts 
of bargains. | further majutain, 
that | 
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that Viury was never forbid- 
den to the lewes; only by( rea- | 
ſor that by amore ſpeciall ap- 
pointment of God they dwelt 
in a land in the midſt of many 
flrangers ) Moles made a polr- 
tique Tudiciall. law, that the 
Iewes ſhould take Viury of 
thoſe ſtrangers,and not of their 
poor brothers : not much un- || 
like as if the King ſbould or- 
dain in London. That Citiſens 
ſbould take Vivry of men of 
Midlelſex, and not of poor 
tradeſmen of the City. More 
particularly, I undertake to | 
manifeſt that the Defunitions of 
Vſary ( wberein Dr. Down. 
and Dr. Fenton mainly differ 
| | bltween 


— ——— 


The Preface. _ 


between themſe ves ).are nei- 
'| ther warrantable by the rules 
of art , nor juſtifiable: by any 
proof or ground in Scriptnre, 
or by any teſtimony of antiquity 
eitber in Councils or. Fathers. 
And that the lawes given by / 
God about Viury_ are ſuch as 
by the Coherence of the Texts, 
| and the Conference .of other 
places, do ſhewthat thoſe lawes 
did anly intend a prohibition of 
taking Viary of ſuch as bor- 
 rowed in caſe of extreme neceſ- 
ſuty., 'and were ſo. poor that 
they were in Charity to be relie- 
ved. And yet thoſe Iawes which 
ard in ſuch caſe only profibit 
| Vlury to the lewes, were not 
By mor- 
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The Preface. | | 
| oral or perpetnal, but Fu- 
| deczall and temporary, and no | 
way bind us, but we arelefſt to 

{| the lawes and cnſtomes of the 
" | Kingdowe to guide us in our 
Coutra&s ſo long as they bee 
not contrary to the rules of 
Gharity.1 fbew that all the pro- 
perties of Letting do agree to 
|. noxey. And that Viury im#t 
jeff #5 nenther unnaturall, un. 
godly, unjuſt, or uncharita- 
ble. Laftly, I do ſbew that Dr. 
Downam, Dr. Fenton, ard 
all others that do moſt con- 
denm Viary, are forced to con- 
fefs at laſt that Viury may: be 
lawfall ; they all allow the ta- 
king of Intereſt , Mortgages , 


n-'vi 
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Anmities and Leaſes for 
| jeares, all which by thaiy exe. 


 expoſutions and. confeſſions are ' 
| of the ſame nature with Viury, 
} | || 4:4 doe only differ in the man- 
'» | || #*7 of the ſecwity or contraG: 
of of they bave eagerly aiſpn- 


ted that all ContraSis for gain 
by lending are Viurious , «s 


to 

i the end they quietly conclude, | 
1. ||| hat the Comtrachs are not U- 
mY YO onely the ſecret inten- 


on of the heart makes it to be 
Very or uot Viury. 
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we 

Thus in few words they o« 

gs  vertbrow at loft the fonndlati. 

"1 or of their own doGirine; and 
#4- 


| ploy faſt and hoſe by 9 mech 


tude 
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tude of their irreſolute diftin:- 
Gions, ſo that either ther Cons- |. 
cluſion muſt be that Viury. is 
lawfull, or els they can con» 
clude nothing at all. 

If I wrong eaher Dr. Fen- 
ton, or the truth, I defire 
| friendly to be ſbewed my error. 

I do not follow bim here Line | 
by Line for ſo I might tire my | 
ſelf, ns. vex other# with un- | | 
neceſſary tautologies: I have | 
onely endeavoured to extradt | | 
the quinteſſence of bis rea- | 
ſons, and to apply my ſelf to 
the examitiatiom of them. His 
Reaſons not bis Rbetorique [ 
except againſt, whether Jultly, 
or Ynjuſtly let others judge 


fo 
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ſins, what warrant they have 


to whoſe Cenſure 1 ſubmit theſe | 
Papers. | 

I would fain know of tbe 
Miniſters of the Goſpell who 
do often reckon up in the pul- 
pit Viury as one of the Crying 


in the Goſpell for ſuch bold- 
neſs : we find ſeverall ſinnes \ 
numbred up by our Saviour | 
and the Apoſtles, but Vlury ) 
never ſo much as named for a 
finin the whole New Teſta- 
ment. St. Paul in the fift to the 
Galathians, doth with one 
breath reckon up together ſe. 
venteen = which he re- 
proves,@yet Viury zr none of 
them,But many preachers can- 
| not | 
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not Reckon ' wp ſeven deadly 


one of t 


Errat 4. 
Pag. 3.1. 14.for different /ege for « different. 
p=8- loo, 1. 26. ſute lege ſutes in law, p.123, 
.22, for Exoed.o.13.lege IL. p.131, | 
1,22.be fold, lkge maſt. be juft fold. 
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Let paſs his Cha _ 

a of names of Uſary, 

: becauſe he. Confeſ. 

og ſcrbthatby themhe 

| hath proved. litleoy 

Bp! 7 at all, Page 17," 

1-5 » 'The'main') point i9the Defni- 

[long {which _ I: 

| ow 


> 


omitted, or ſlightly paſſedover, be- 


|cauſe it is a great and nece//ary 
ftion to reſolve the KS a” I | 


ing what that Uſary is, whereof we 


diſpute, peg. 13. And therefore 
hee doth intitle his firſt book 
wholy about the Definition of | 
Uſwry : although when hecomes 
unto the point, he doth nothing 
leſsthan define it z As may thus 
appear. 4@uall Vſury ( ſaith he): 
peg. 15. is of divers diverſly de- 
ſcribed, & variety tedious to relate, 
Firſt, in ſtead ofall unlawtfull U- 
ſury, heſpeakes ofa deſcription 
of part only, to wit of aduall xſu- 
ry; whereas he ſhould firſt de- 
e, and then divide: but inver- 
| ting the Ruleof method, heſut- 
fers matall uſury ( which. p Ee 
ſaithis afin) to eſcggpe out of h1 
deſcription. gu 
| Neither doth hee ſo much as 
(ovrive aFnall uſury, onely ac. 
t 
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tells us of diverſity of deſcripti- 
{ons of others, but- never lets us 
know which he approves. Yet: 
lat laſt hee contra@#s the pith in 
three 'words , but reſolves not 
how wee ſhould placethem ſo 
leaves us to athus, or thus, or 
thus, Firſt, hee puts L#crein the 
place of the Gems, and Covenant 
in theroom of a difference; Se- 
condly, he makes Covenant the 
|Genvs,and Lendingthe difference; 
and laſtly he puts Lending for a 
Genus, and Lycre for difference. 
|Thus by turning the Genus into 
thedifference, and the difference 
into the Genwr, he leaves us un- 
certain of his deſcription , yet 
concludes that within the com- 
paſs of three words we may finde| 
Vary 3 but who knowes not that 
{three words. diverfly placed 
reed many times different, 
nd ſome- times contrary fen- 
| 7 ſes.| 


A 4 Treatiſe of © y 
ſes; Yet tis 18 all. the definition 
you are like tofind jin him. And| 
thus in ou lines he paſſeth over 
1 leightly that neceſſary queſtion 
ts bick ſhould ev ah hon 
ſtanding what Uſury is, Th 
Put let. us draw alittle cloſer, 
and examine the pith of theſe 
three deſcriptions cited by Dr. 
Fenton, and contracted in three 
words.::.- [174] 

PaTun ex mutuo Lucrum. 

"10; Luicre for. Lone npon 
, Covenanh, Or . 
The Covenant of Lucre 

S - for lending, Or... "21 


Uſury is: 
111-1; {rLthding upon: Covenant 

for Lncre, , 
| I, Whereas he ſaith Uſpry 1s 
Lucre, he. ſeems.to.make Lacre Or 
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zain to be. the Gerys of Vſjury. 
[This undoubtedly 15a falſe Ge+ 
\zz#5.3 For certainly Yſury-is a-fin! 


jof Commiſſion, and theretorqan.| 


ation 
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| 1 ſcription BE: 10 alfo inthe two-furs |; 
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ation or oferation 3 (oithat Lucre,\ 
or gain which is onely a pa//zor or} 
jrodu@ of Lending, cannot be:the 
Genus Of 1t.- 4215 CC. Wit 

2 He maketh Covenant to be the 
Genws:: Let: me atk him hut-this | 
queſtiof; A Fatherta ſfiChp:on+ 
ly, and trie the 'nduſtryy of: his 
Son, dothilend him an hundred]. 
pound with a pezraſtical covenant] , 
for Gain , not- intending with: 
|himſelf. to rakgatypinterepatiall { 


this to: bee Uſury. in thaFatber:;! 
who never meant-totakatheleaſlt }: 
encrea(< from! his.;Son-2: Surely | 
then:;the -bare: Covenant: cannat]| 
bethe (in of | Uſury;in this eaſe, 1] 
3 Heſaith; Vſury 3s lending up+. 
on Covenant for Lucre, InthisYe-{: 


mer, I find a manifeſt contradidti+- 
on. of his own Principles.-anid 
Grounds. 'To lend for gain i 46}, 

BY _. lending 


a COTS 


\ 


of hisSon-z3-Dothwanyomantakt];| - 


6 * ATreatiſeof 
Tn at all ; for Lending ( faith 
he, p«x.16.) in its own proper #4- 
tures free; Letting-is for hire or | 
gain. SO that by this his Do&rine, 
= ira q no _— at 
ut orhiringout. Ther- 
fore If Dr, Minton hid bem true 
to his own principles, he ſhould 
{have defined Uſury-to _—_ 
Letting wpon Covenant for Lucrez 
or in takcf; Letting or hiring of| | 
| . But both Dr.Fexton.and| 
all other 4»tidenift+- cannot en- || 
"]ureto haveYſury called Letting| 
orhiring of money, 
Moreover, I find in theſethree| 
deſcriptions, that-he imagineth| |. 
the Gain or Luere is-for the bare] 
4 of Lending; I which hee is|. 
much miſtaken: It is not for the | 
lending, bat for the »{ing of 'the 
thing lent that men give Uſ#ry : 
[and anfwerable to the time for 


| which Money is let, the increaſe 
- OT |. 


—_— Cc 


_— 


VSURT. 7 
or Uſury is more or leſs, although 
the ſimple a& of Lending be' a- 


Uſury ( which Dr. Fenton derives 
from wſas re;,the uſe of thething) 


ſury 'is given for the Uſe of the 
thing, and not for the bare Lend-= | 


mg, | Sue 
Again, in theſe his three de-| 


like in both. The ordinary word | 


impoſe VUſury, From whence Dr. 
beno exaQion or impoſition -up- 


Covenant. pag. 26. Under favour, 


| Fenton concludes, that there can| 


teacheth, even children, that U-| 


— — 


1 | | ſcriptions-the/ word Conemunt is| 
d| [| | perpetually fomnid' ; without any | 


| | | pretends by deds&ioz to it} 
one ofthe ext in Exod. 22.25. | 
Thou ſhalt not be as an Ufurer unto | 
| bigs, Mats not oppreſs with U- |. 
ſury, In the Original it is, Thow |: 
ſhalt not exaF, and, thou ſhait not 


on a free perſon, but by way of| 


B4 this] 


8 A Treatiſe of | 
this hisanference isfalſe.z forex-. 
ation -may. be of things neither]. 
coyenanted for, nor due.. In the 
conſtruction of our. Common 
| Law. and of our vulgar phraſe, 
Extortion and ExeGien, are, thus 
diſtinguiſhed » Extgyjia Ia, 
wrong in {taking more;,than. is] 
| due , BxaTjor 1s the taking of}, 
that whichis #ot due at al: Which| 
diſtinionwerefalle, if that Ex-| 
ation-muſt þe by; precedent conn|| 
tract.” The poor Jews did ordinas, 
rily borrow victuals, mpney, And | 
otherneceſlaries upon Paxyns, as] 


may appear by, many. Texts, des | 


| 


Lender; who did-take the.pledge| 
as a" caution for-his-Prineip: of 
might detain it. from the. poor] 
Borower untill hee would allow 
ſome; gain -above.the Principal]. 
{andbyſuchunjuſt means exa@.vr]. 
impoſeanunconſcionableinereaſe]! 
without any | precedent..Cove- 
nant. | There|. 


SIS. > þ 


4 


— 


There'is ſmall teafon toima- 
gine, that ſuch indigent people 
(as arg.deſcribed by Moſe?). who 
borrowed. onely to ſupply 4 pre- 
ſent want, ſbould have credit 
ſufficient to takeupſo largeafum 
for ſo long a time as'might des 
ſeryean Obligation or CovVtnaiit 
for the payment of encreife,*X 
man who- could not hive Hrs: 
Bond taken, might yet*Havetys! 
Garment received for'a Pl&dpes 
and Pledges wete, ordingfily gt- 
ven with intention of fpeedy 2 


y 


®z 
Q 


molt as neceſſary as food.” -T! 
borrowing in"this kind beikg of 
things of fo {mall yalue( pg 4s | 
uſe of |thein for, a*ſmall feafon. 
was hardly valuable) might bei 
great reaſon of the prohibjeion of 
| ury by Moſe} in ſuch cafts.N& 

ther'is 'a man- that' lends upon 


'demption, becauferaiment þ Mz] 


29% OTE» Bo 
Oo _—— RI, > a RR + . 
* þ 


Pawns in the like hazir&'Yvith | - 
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xo Aﬀretiſcof 
him that takes Bonds, or ſuch ſe- 
curitie, | tant 1 
_- It is the confeſlion of Dr. Fen-| 
ton, that When the I aw againſt V- 
ſary was given, there was none that| 
| borrowed but onl y the poor for weed, 
and upon. neceſſity, Therefore, 
without better warrantby direct 
and literal proof fiom the Serip- 
|ture, it cannot. be eyinced. that 
| this word (Coven.nt) muſt nece(-|. 
farilyberequired inthe definiti-| 
on or .deſcription of Uſury, al- 
though Dr. #exton'conclude, it 
wo Uſury except it be by Covenant ,| 
"od by ſome dumbContra@ at the 
caſt,  M 
Dr. Downam omits this word 
ugg in Flr | rene 440 of; 
Uſary. Iam ſtrongly perfwaded 
4Þya place in Nebemweb , tothink 
that Uſury doth not confilt it 
coutreFingfor gain, I find in the! 
fixt Chapter, a grievous oppreſ- 
; : 10n 


| 


'Freople! againſt their Brethren the 


|ſzry., butonly a Burthen ; neither - 


{jon deſcribeds wp” great cry of the 


Jews, they were forced to take up 
Cork m” themſelves, their ſons and 
danghters, wpox —_— of their , 
lands, vineyards, and honſes , they | 
ſold their children ſor bond-ſlaver. 
Theſe were men oppreſtby Con> 
tracts, and were'to pay twelve in 
the hundred, asappeareth by the 
eleventh verſe. And yet for all 
this , there are: ſuch paſſages and | 
circumſtances of thetextas move| 
meto think that this Oppreffion 
was not properly Uſury. 

. Firſt, Nebemiab never calls it U- | 


the word 'Neſbee, nor Tarbith, nor} 
Marbith is to bee found: in this 
Chapter, and yet theſe are the 
only words in the Law toexpreſs 


7 Secondly, N: hemieh never tels 
the-Nobles and the Rulers, that 
Nanda 


ths. 


F 


12, A Treaſerf 
' [they had broken the Law againſt | 


that to rebuke and-xeelaim men; | 
from their41n;: the. wayhad-bgen} 
to hayenamed it in particular, or 
the Law by which it. was prohibi- 
'ted : but. .Nebeeriab doth. neither.| 
of theſe, he only-tels them,it was!| 
not good what they did, and; aikes | 
'-|them if they ought not to walkin the | 
fear of their God becauſe of | the re- 

proach of the heathen their exemitis | 
not becauſe of a particular-Law} 
againſt Uſury , but: for; that. the}! 
name of God ſhould not beblaſ-|; 
phemed by the heathens.,, when|: 
they.ſaw how-miſerably;the Jews 
did oppreſs one:anather:s 7 215 
| Thirdly, Nebemizhtclsthe No- 
| bles. that be and hjs ſervants neight 
have exa@ed as well ox 1h ot ber Nos 
bles : Whereas if this exa@ing] 
had been Vſury,he couldinosguilt- 
ly ſay, that he might ——— 

| or 


4 
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Utſury... Any,man'would.xhink ,{'F 


'| Laſtly,Nebewiah doth -notthrea-| | 


"DFE 77 
for it had been againſt the Law, 


ten to: phniſhi.them as ihe was's 
Magiſtrate; but;entreaterh them | 
by his charztable.ecxampleto leave 
off. their exacting that. Barthes. 

+ $9 then Nebewiahnever.naming. 


Uſurgz nor, mentioning. theLaw 
You it, but > the att of 
the Nobles to be lawfull, butnot 
expedient, doth encline my belief] 
to- think, that: this Opprefiiond 
was not properly 4 3-4 
it had/ a Covenant fargain. - 
And one! reaſon why this was 
not Vſury; might be, becauſe the| 
peogple»were not- primarily fauch 
\poornetcſiratetl brethren- as are 
deſcribed. in the firſt Lawes a> 
gainſt Uſury': For though theſes 
telbinto want, yetat thefirſt they: 
badlends,-favſct ; Vineyards gi and 
olive-groveds,tor which they were 
to pay anto the King a yearly Fti- | 
bute. | Ano- | 


hn. anda CU ——_— —— 


: 


; metoperſwade that all contracs| 


|batign of ſuch a Bank, . yet forit 


\lanceof the Prince or Magiſtrate, 


OS # 
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Another reaſon that avails with | 


forgain arenot prohited'aswſwri-| 
ews, 1s the teſtimony of our Savis| 
our, Luke 19:23. who mentions a| 
Bank of Vſury inthe Jewiſh Com-| 
monwealth, out of which: a man| 
by delivering infits:mony, might] 
at lenpth -receive'his' own. with 

: Although our Savious do| 


to bee within: any City: of the] 
Commonwealth of tſrae/,without| 
the ordinance, or at leaſt allow- 


is a thing moſtimprobable, And| 
almoſt :as' unlikely thar the'iState 
ſhould tolerate ſuch a Bank 1f all 
Yſury were of 'it {elf unlawfull;] 
and alſo: ſo pernicious to the| 


| Commonwealth by the oppreflis| 


on of 1tas Dr. Festos pretends. 


I find many reproofs in the Go-|. 
ſpell | 


— 


neither ſhew diſlike nor appro-| || 


— 


- 
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terpretations of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, whereby they: pervet- 
ted the Law '1n- many DH 
but I find not any rebuke of the 
Magiſtrates for this of Yſwry , if 


lation of the" Law; it could* niet 


| [tles. FRE | 
Bat to what purpoſe is'it to! 


ſort of Contra& itis? when it ap=- 


ing, ſelling, letting , exchanging. 
and thereſt may be all Contra&s 
= Yſary. To give an inſtance, 

| 


theſe are his words , paz.21; #t 
« hundred pound 1 purchaſe an ax+ 


ſpel of the falſe gloſſes and in-| 


have been forgotten by our Sa-F 
viour Chriſt and all' his: Apo+]: 


diſpute about the terins of rhe}: 
deſcription of Yſury?- or what | 


pears plainly in' Dr. Fenton, that | 
not onely the Covenant of lend- | 
ing, but alſo (in his opinion) #xy- | 


for 


mem —_— 


——— 


_—— 


it had been'' ſuch a publique vio-\. 


mify of twemty pound per annuer|, 


"(16 ATrenſeo 
for ten years :, This 35 Bargain and. 
Sale, differing in the manner of the 
Coveraps, zet is it the ſame thing in 


truth with Yſury. . And ſoin ano- 
ther place (pag. 129.) hefaith:the 
like. - I muſt ſay this is an expreſs 
coutradiction, to affirm 5k pux- 


ner of Covenant fering from Len- 
ding, andyyet to ſay 
the ſame with Vſury,which he faith 


# 


found all Contracts. þ 

Asthe term of Covenant 1s, not; 
to be found within the Texts, a- 
gainſt Vſury, ſoin theFathers pf 
the Chprch/there is no mentiqn, 
of it 3 they abuſe us therefore, 
who pretendthe * conſent of the 
Primitive Church. for- the con; 


demning. of all Contrat®s of. gain 
for the ufe of money. - The truth| 
is, the Canoniſts and School-men| 


chaſing fs buying,and anotber man- | 
in truth it is | 


is Lending,this is to make buying| 
[and onto all one,,.and to.con+| 


—_— 
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al chough Dr, Fenton bee free from 


__ 
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were the fir{t-broachers of theſe 
deſcriptions of Yſury which are 
now prefledupon us by ſome few 
Modern Divines. Antiquity was 
more modeſt and obſeryant -of 
the. phraſe'of Scripture: , which: 


ſary 30 ſach- reſtrajned terms'as; 


doth,deliver the Laws again{t /+] 


[| 


areby. a juſt conſtraQtion applia»; 
ble, properly to the Rulesof Ch 


oy i vil Hovods 3ecls 
who 'are.; the Popes: learned 


Fentoys borrowed not only his de. 
(criptions, butalſy his arguments] 
and diſtinctions at- the ſecond or! 
third hand : For he takes all from 
Dr. Dewnam, Dr. Downar from 
MelanFhon and Chemmitins, and 
theſe twa fetch.it fronyCanniſts, 
Caſuiſts, and School-men, ' And :al- 


ha: 
rigyand Equity , for the relief i 


;ounſell in the Law ) hath Dr, | © 


the 


oo Treatiſe of 
the fin of Yſury by borrowing | 
freely his whole Treatiſe from} 
Dr. Down#am without paying the 
intereſt of one new Argument or 
Reaſon : Yet if Dr. Fentox did 
not Contra@t with Dr. Downam 
forthe borrowing of the Trea- 
tiſe, heislittleleſs thana Pl 


ary, ary, and if we take this word-1n 
a$lar tfication ast 


dos) 
Tz 
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Law in Exed.21.16. Devt.24.7.| 
—_— 1s 'thegteater fin; for al-|}| 
ough the Law of God: appoints 


wr ve: for an Yſvrey, yet 
- == giery was tobe puniſhed by ” 


Of Teſtimonies Oe Y 
,orn "a have proceeded now 
to examine the FREY of len- 


_ cc. Ii 


io || ding and letting, and how th 
S \M- differ 3 but becauſe I find ends; 
he! Y/ onof them in ſeverall places of 
or | my Authour, I will reſervethem | 
lid! Fa while, and firſt handle the texts 
a| | of Scripture that are moſt mate- | 
©a-| | riall in thiscontroverſie. 

fl Three texts onely. are to. bee 
found in thelaw of Afoſes about | 
| Vſ#ry. In the two firſt the poor 
is moſt expreſly named, and in 


the third nepal inplied. 
eff Exod, 22. 25... If he lend to my 
fl people, the poor with thee, thew| 
7.1 halt 'not be as an Oſurer unto hiw, 
fl Thow ſhalt mot oppreſs with Ofury, 
s/f Levit. 25. 35. If #by brother bee 
impoveriſhed of fallen into decay 
with thee, thou ſhalt relieve him — 
take thou no Uſury of him or in- 
creaſe — thou ſhalt not give hin 
.*[ thy money upon Uſurynor lend hin 
ow!|ithy. vitualls for increaſe. mY | 
ex-| [theſe two texts we have an mw 
Ge 


| 


—— 
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20 A Treatiſe of | 
deſcription- of the poor , who]: 
my({t_ be one impoveriſhed and 
fallen into; decay, one, whoſe | 
hand (as the text ;s)is weakened 
and ſhaketh that hee cannot la- 
bour,one, whom thou haſt need; 
to receive and relieve, and ;ane|. 
who is forced; tg borraw. viſku- | 
| alls for neceſſity, The third-text| 
[though it "doth not expref] 
namethe poor 3 To that it.hath 
referenc«  oyely: 5g. ſuch Kopolk | 

probable: Fil ,. becauſe as 1n/ 
ha free text in Levi, where| 
the poor are deſcribed, and one| 
Jof their properties mentioned to} 
be borrowing of U:@uall-, ſo.in| 
Dent. 23.19., where the nameof 
poor 1s omitted, yet the proper- 
7 of borrowing food is ſet 

own, which to be the Cuſtome| 
onely ofthe poor in extremene- 
cellity, common experience doth, 
daily teach us, Secondly , the 
law 


| of biting or Neſcher, which word 


.| man of one of: thy Brethren, thou 


"OSFRT. au 
law here doth only ufe the word: 


isalſoonly uſed in the firſt text, 
wherethe poor is named. Third- 
ly, if we will allow (as all men 
% and as we needs muſt ) this, 
law in Dext. to be the ſame with 
thatin Exod.& Levit,then it muſt, 
have the ſame obje&#. the poor,| 
and theſame exd, whiclvis the re-| 
lief of the ſame.poor, for :we'find' 
no-other reaſon or end alleged: 
in Scripture for the prohibition 
of Uſury,but that the poer brother 
may live.with thee'and have ſuffi- | 
cient for his need, *God'\where he 
tyes men to lend, heiprovides & 
binds them to lend freely. The 


law 1s,zf there be among you a poor 


ſbalt not: harden; thy bears, nor ſhut 
thy hand from: thy \paor”. brother: , 
but thou ſhalt open thy. hawd.wide 
unite him,” and-ſhals ſurely ltndbii 


—_ ſaffici2 


—_ 
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ſufficient for his need in which hee 
| FoSene 15-7,8, For the ob- 


| careful! that this lending ſhould 

be without Uſary : Hee makes 
|nolaw tobind men to lend unto 
jtheRich, and therefore there is 


them : The lending to the poor| 
| was to be fo free that it muſt bee 


wee finde. that to this law-that 
commanded Lending. is added in 
the very next veiſe, Thou ſhalt 
ſurely give hime, and thy beart ſpall 


to bim. Likewiſein Levit, 25, it 
is faid, #hou ſhalt relieve him, and 
then it follawes preſently take wo, 
Vſury of hiw Thus the Scripture 
doth couple the work -of Charity 


t that they are both conver- 
ſant about one and the ſame 0b-, 


| _ jed, 


Pe IT 


ſervation of this law God was} 


in the next degree togiving, and| 


122 A Trearfeof || 


1 


{nolaw to reſtrain taking Uſwry of| | 


T , , | | 
| not be pritued when thou giv:ſt un- |, 


with the prohibition of Yſery, to | 


je@F.Thereforche that {ball make 
the Rich alſo the obje& of this 
law in Dext. he muſt of neceſſity 
invent ſome new Exd and Reaſox 
of it more than the Scripture 
doth afford , and alſo makethe; 
lawes themſelves todiffer; wher- 
as a true reaſon: why the law in 
Dent. is in ſo ſhort termes, may be, | 
for that the. law . having been 
twice before. more particularly. | 


eB, 


{et down, Moſes doth in_Dext. 


Tſtark naked for a debt, as ap- 
're- 


onely repeat it in brief and few 
words, as being ſuffcient to call 
it to their remembrance, now 
they. wereready to enter into the 
land of promiſe. If wee confider | 
alſo the . unmercifulneſs of the 
owe amongſt theinſelyes,it was 
| igh time. to make proviſion for | - 
the poor , they-would. not ſtick 

it ſcemes to. ſtrip a poor man 


peares by the law concerning 


ſO IT 
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reſtitution of / *pledges- betots 
fan'ſet if they were the covering 
only & rayment for the rkin wher-| 
in a max might ſleep, Exod.23,76, 
Beſides they, would forbear' ty 
| lend tothe poor becuaſe” they 
were' in/ danger to''Joſe' then 
debt if-they did not recover it 
before the ſeventh year, The 
law is Dent.” 15: 1. Every ſeventh 
year, every: creattor that lendith 
onght untg his neighbour” (hdIl re-' 
leaſe it, —— that which rs thine 
"| with thy brother thy band ſhall re- 
leaſe. Thisreleafing of debtshad 
the ſame end with the prohibi- 
tion 'of Vſ#ry , the relief of -the 
poore, and although this law ot 
releaſingbe deltiyered in the ge-| 
nerallretmes!of *neighbour 8 bro- 
ther,yet they muſtbe underſtood 
only of thepoor brother 'asit is 
moſt apparent by the 'exeeption' 
following in *the fourth"verle,. 
{ -21 | —._whbie 
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| ſave where there ſhall bee no poor 


which ſaith this releaſe-mult be 


awong you: andin the 11. verſe 
after the releaſing of debts, an 
the lending to the. poor enjoy- 
ned, the concluſion is, for the poor 
ſhall never ceaſe out of the Land, 
therefore lend to thy Brother,to thy 
poor, aud to thy needy inthe Land. 
Theſe places doteach us that this 
word Brother is ſometimes in a 
ſpeciall fenſe uſed for the Poor. 
This law of relealing made men 
afraid to lend, and therfore God 
warnes them in theninth verſe, 
Beware thit there be not «a thought 
in thy wicked (or Belial)) heart Sey= | 
ing, the Seaventh year, the year of | 
releaſe is at hand, and thy eyebe e- 


vill againſt thy poor Broth:r, and | 
box giveſt him nought, ; 

| Now ſince the law of God 
which prohibiteth Uſiry onely 
in three places hath inthe two 
| | C firſt | 


% ” _ 


"an 
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firſt expreſly named the. poor 
and defiyidedthem,, /and-nckel 
third cleerly intimated th 
By what Reaſon,Conſcience,and 
Charity, can any man extend 
| thoſelawes toall men in general, 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath fo 
carefully reſtrained to the poor? 
And ſince the Lay firſt given a= 
gainſt V/zvy doth mention op- 
preſſion of the poor, I wonder Dr 
Fenton would not fetch his defi- 
nition from the text,& call 'Yſurg 
oppreſiive_ lending to the poor : 
but never mentioning oppreſſion 
of the poor, he calls it a Covenant 
of gain for lending;which 1s quite 
beſide the text, which ſeemes 
only to forbid Uſury to ſuch as 
ſtand in need'to berelieved'by 
our Charity. 

And for this cauſe I doe con- 
jecture Calvin did ſay, that unto 
bim it did not appear by any teſti- 


mony 
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mony of Scriptnre that a Uſury is | 
ltogether condemned , and it is 
conceived that one reaſon why 
the law of Moſes doth appoint 
no kind of Judicial! puniſhment 
for /ſury, might be, becauſe the 


judgement of a mans own Con- 
ſcience and not by any precedent 
contraGt for gain. 

As for thoſe texts in the Pſalms, 
Proverbs,and Ezekiel, their gene- 
ral words cannot make any new 
law.,but their rebukes and exhor- 
tations relate to the breach or 
obſervance' of the law formerly 
given by Moſes: And even Ezekiel 
who moſt declames againſt Y- 
ſury,Eze. 18. 17, joines it with 
making the poor Sorrowſul/, not 
tiving bread to the hungry, and not 
Cloathing the naked, Nor can 
theſe texts be any expoſition of 


| 


finne 1s determinable only by the} 


| 


the lawes of Moſes againſt Yſu- 
nd, b. 


— 
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ry, becauſethe lawes themſelyes 
are expreſled and explaned: in 
more particular ſignificant terms [ 
by Meſes than by David, Solomon, 
or Ezekzel, who givebut a touch. | 


Of the Names of Uſury. | 
I know the adverſaries toall U- 
ſary do much triumph in their 
' Origination of the Hebrew term 
for Uſury; becauſe it is derived 
from a root that ſignifies to bite, 
they conclude it is like the ſting 
| of a Serpent , and in that regarc 
to be efteemed as an abominable 
ſin. A»ſw:Firſt wee muſt remem- 
ber that Dr. Fenton doth confeſle 
that names have been no definiti- | 
0n7,and therefore arenot demon- 
ſtrative arguments in any que- 
({tion. 2, Ido acknowledge that 
'the Originall word Neſhec might 
well denote ſome malignant 
Jzuality in Uſ#ry, and I concetve 
"4 a 
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a true reaſon of it might be, for 
that che firſt kind of borrowing 
which was in the world,or at the 
time when thelaw againſt Vſzry 
was given, was in Cafe only of 
neceltity! and to atk anoverplus 
in ſuch Gaſes was a ſin that well 
deſerved the worſt name. We 
all know: that Riches of mony | 
and many other goods were 
brought into the world by de- 
grees, asarts & trades were mul- 
tiplied by theinduſtrie and wit 
of man. Stately buildings, rich | . 
furniture,gorgeous apparel, and | 

dainty feaſts were not prepared 
againſt the Creation of Adam; | 
It was a long time before fo 
much ſilyer was digged up and 
Coined' as would fill mens Cof- 
ters that they might ſpare or im- 
ploy large ſums by the negotia- 
tions and | traffique of' others; 


men firſt | looked after things 
—C 2. cS 


I 
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neceſſary only, and the want of 
ſuch things taught them to bor-| 
row of one another. 

Alſo when thelaw was given, 
the People of God ( ſaith D, Fenton 
 P-1 0. were travelling in the deſert, | 
and afterwards being troubled with 
wars in the Land of Canaan, there 
was little borrowing of mony,but on- 
ly by the Poor for the Supply of their 
want, and of them to take Vſury 
| was more ſenſible biting, oppreſ= 
fron, in that they borrowed not 10 
lay out for Commodities, but to 
ſpend ſor neceſſity .Therefore David 
in his troubleſome dayes nſed the 
word Nefhee only for Vſary, as beft 
filting thoſe trmes where the pooreſt 
were moſt bitten by this fin. | 

In theſe paſſages of Dr.Fentor, 
we may note, what manner of 
borrowing Cauſed the firft name 
| of /ſary, which name afterwards 
for the ſimilitude only of the in- 

| creaſe! 


) 


creaſe might be applied to all o- 
ther ſorts of borrowing, although 
they-were not of the ſane un- 
charitable nature. - The like ob- | 
ſervation ofa good name uſed 
for a bad thing Or. Fenton produ- 
ceth in the Latinname of Yſury. 


Ulura (ſaith he) was originally a 
4 good hoyeſt word untill Vſury 
did marre it, For Ulſura #ntruth 
is wothing but uſus ret, primitively. 
taken for the nſe of other things as 
well as money. _ 

In Conchlufion, although the 
uncharitable gain. that was 
pratiſed-upon neceſlitated bor-, 
rowers did juſtly deſerye a be- 
fitting name of biting, yet a gain 
that 1s taken from ſuch as bor-' 
row where neceſlity conſtrai- 
ncth not, is but an equivocal bite- 
ing, Becauſe properly there can 
bee no biting but where there is 


þ 


oppreſſion , . and oppreſſion is} 
j- C 4 only! 


' 
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onely of the poor. A man ma 
deceive a Rich man, but opprels|. 
him he Cannot, the reaſon is e- 
vident,oppreſ[zon is a Violent aTF;- 
on of Injuſtice, necellity compels 
apoor man taborrow, and the 
lender forceth him to pay an in- 
creaſe,in this is a vtelence which 
arich man cannot be ſubje& un- 
to, becauſe no neceſlity forcing 
him to borrow. it is not neceſla 
but arbitrary whether he ' will 
borrow upon encreaſe: for al- 
though there be a morall neceſii- 
ty that if he will borrow he muſt | 
pay an overplus,yet.that he muſt 
borrow is not abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary: ſo then it is theneceflity of 
the borrower that muſt concur 

to make a violent action in the 
|lender. vo 

If a rich man be forced to pay 
the whole forfeiture ofa bond, it 
was his own folly to enter into 


fuch 
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ſuch an obligation withoutnecel- | 
ſity, whereby he doth enable the 
lender to deceive him by a _ 
meanes, who in extremity makes 
benefit of all that which thelaw | 
did provide only for a caution | 
of his indemnity: This deceit of 
the lender is injuſtice, but it 1s 
not the violent fin of oppreſi- | 
on which is properly found in 
Biting Uſury. 


A ſecond word there is found | 
in Scripture which they ſay isan | 
Exegeticall adicion, which fignt- 
fieth any increaſe at all. If what 
were ſaid were true, it neither 
hurts nor helps the queſtion if 
the text be underſtood of the 
poor only, for although all in- 
creaſe from the poor, yet: what 
is that to the taking Vjry of the 
Rich? But let us fee a little how 


they ſtrain this word [ terbith-] | 
for zncreaſe, firſt if tarbitb do fig- | 
— _C J nifie | 
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nifie of it ſelf a analtiplying,as it 
doth indeed, or an exceſhive in-| 
creaſe, itis then all one with Ne- 
ſhec,, which Dr. Fenton makes 
to conſiſt in the quantity of the 
gain, but I think to be in the qua- 
ity of the perſon from whom it 
is taken, and then where will 
- | they. find their cxegeſs if theſe 
termes be Synonymas. Secondly 
I would know how Dr. Fentox 
can prove that the Scripture u-| 
ſeth terbith for the Vſury of mo- 
ny * The Prophet: ( ſaith he ) who 
be true expoſitors of the law join 
., | both words together, applying them 
both indifferently evermore to one 
| | and the ſame thing. It is trae that 

the Prophet 'Ezek. joynes Neſbec 
and farbith,and fo doth Solomon; 
bur it is falſe that they apply| 
them- both indifferently ever- 
more' to one and . the. ſawe 
_ ( thing, for they apply themnot a 
[ a 


wu TY 


'F | vifnalls; I can find them but 


all, they neither name mony nor 


once applied in the whole Scrip- 
tare, and that is by Moſes in Le- 
vit.25.36,there Dr,Fexton might. | 
have found them both named | 
together, and then apphed, Ne- 
ſhec to mony,and tarbith to vidu- 
lr, fo that thelawof God no | 
where in plain termes forbids 
the increaſe of Mony : which | 
point" is: carefully obſerved by 
the tran{latorsof our Bible; for 
they all conſent and agree to 
tranſlate Neſhec onely for Vſury: * 
the words farbith or marbith. 
they have never tranſlated by 
thenameof Yſury. And inthe. 
Proverb; 23.8.whereas in the 0ri- | 


haverendred itYnja# gain. ther- | 
by intimating they did not- 
think all excreaſe or gain-to be || 
meant,but -onely-fuch as was un- | 


juſt, a. 4 


ginal it is tarbith , our divines-| - © 
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It will beſaid, that ſince Mony | 
and UVidualls are both in the|' 


|[ſametext, they are both of one 


ature, 10 that tarbith may bexe- 
ferred indifferently to either of | 
them. 4»ſw. The text doth con- 
zoyn them, not for being of one 
nature in ſpending or ufing , but 
the law did intend only the 
mention of ſuch things -as the 
poor in extre?My do nec lari- | 
ly borrow for mairiterance of 
life, which is cither v Qualls it 
ſelf, or mony which doth eaſfilicſt 
and ſooneſt p:ocure” v &ualls: 
Otherwiſe theſe two d.fﬀer as 
Ur, Fenton hath ſhewed in the 
example ofa loaf and mony, the 
firſt is ſp-nt, the latter is uſed :| 
victualls then when thcy are|' 
ſpent are quite — and | 
no further uſe can. be made of |! 
them, it isothcrwiſe with mony. 


which cannot properly be ſaid | 
| to 


Te — — ——— 


hath been uſed by one , may be 
ufed after by a 100 men ſucceſ- 
ſively: and in the paſſing of it 
away ſome other Commodities 
may be procured by it of greater 
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|tobe ſpent, the ſame 1001. that 


or equall valew, which may be 
uſed for increaſe ; ſo that the uſe 
of meny| 1s in a ſort Perpetwall. 
This difference well conſidered, 
there might be a greater reaſon 
to prohibit the vſ#ry and increaſe 
of Vidualls , then Uſury onely 
of mony : But I donotrely upon 
the argument from the names 
of Neſhec or tarbith,and the rather 


becauſe I think the true propri- 


ety of them (as of many other| 


'words)1s\quiteloſt as to us 
A third ſtrain of Dr. Fenton! 


s tohavethe word tarbith to cx- | 


pound and explain the term 
Neſhec: we find Neſbecuſedaalone 
In Exod. Dent. and the Pſalmes: 


| 


tarbith 
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tarbith1s never uſed alone, but 
is joined with Neſbec in Levit.| 
Prov. and Ezck : ſo then the firft 
1s uſed in all texts, the latter but 
in ſome. Now the queſtion 
is, whether a particular word 
which is alwaies uſed ſhall ex- 
nd a generall which is uſed 

ut ſometimes;or on the contra» 
ry as Dr.Fenton thinks, forhetel-| 
leth us, p. 39. it is the manner of|. 
Scripture after a law is given and a 
ſen forbidden in a ſenſible term, 
by the addition of a more generall 
to expreſs Gods meaning more fully, 
left. men ſhould ſeek liberty in re- 
raining the former termes more 
xarroply; thus he, but what ſenſe 
1s there in_ his words to expreſs 
4 ſenſible by a general! ? he fhould|. 
have ſaid 4 particular by a general 
or a ſenſible by an inſenſible, an 


then his error would have been 


'more ſenſible; for I truſt it is the} 
naturel 


ſtrongly againſt himſelf. Thef# 
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nature of things ſenſible to ex- 


preſs things inſenſible,and of per- 
ticulars to > cer generalls , as 
ty 


may. manifeſtly appear by the: 
inſtance alleged by Dr. Fenton;. 
and which makes ſomewhat 


ſaith he js ſet dows in the Senſible 
terw of ſtealing , the Holy Ghoſt 
addetb dealing falſely or Circum- 
venting, teaching thereby over-rea- 
thing in bargaining by Cunzing to 
be theft, Here I ask if Stealing be 
a ſenſible term , whether dealing- 
falſely or circumrventing by cun- 
zing be a Geyerall, ſurely Dy. Fen- 
ton muſt not ſay it, for deceit in 
contraQts is but a particular kind |: 


of theft or ſtealing, and'therefore | 
not a | more but: a leſs generall 
term then ſtealing : fo that quite 
contrary to Dr. Fenton his do- |. 
trine the generall ſin of ſtealing | ' 
is explained and' expreſſed by | 
_._ the; 
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the particular ſin of deceit. in 


reaſonable that the particular 
term of biteing ſhould expound 
the meaning of the generallword 
encreaſe, ſince nothing is more 
uſuall then when a matter hath 
been particularly expreſſed, to 
mention it afterwards in more 
generall term. | 
Beſides this ſhift of expreſſing | 
the Scafible by the more generall 
term, 'is to imagine the wiſdom 
of God /«bjet to humane infir- 
mitie,as if God hadnot been able 
to perfe&t his law #11 the cavill. 
of men, and their Seeking liberty to 
reſtrain the termes taught him 
how to mend it. No doubt if the| 
law of God had intended the| 
| {prohibition of: all increaſe, it 
could have doneit in plain and. 
ſhort termes ( as it dothin Aſur- 
ther, Theft, & Adultery)by laying | 
; thou 


dealing , therefore it is 'more|'F 
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thou ſhalt take yo increaſe by len- 
ding or letting mony, but inſtead 
of increaſe the law ſaith bi1ing 
or oppreſſing of the poor; it Mar- 
ther and ' Uſury were prohibited 
& permitted alike, why doth not 
the Commandement faythou ſhalt 
wot murther thy poor brother but a 


ſtranger thou. maicſt. murthcr ? 


Surely God doth not uſe theſe 
ualifications for nought. It's 
emanded' by Dr. Ferton upon 

the «law thow 'ſhalt not trouble any 

widow or fatherleſs Child, Whether 

it ' follow 'that'I may trouble a 

married woman or achild that 

hath a father? Anſ.I.may not.But 

yet the reaſon is not for that I 

am prohibited by this ſpeciall 

law for Widowes and Orphans, 
but for that by a generall Com- 
mandement of not ſtealing Tam 
forbidden to _ or trouble 
any man: Thelikemay be ſaid of 


? Bu the 
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the words of Solomon,thou ſhalt not | 


rob the poor,yet I may not rob the I 


rich : though theſe words forbid 
me not, but becauſe of the former 
eneral Commandement.But the 


| Like cannot he ſaid of Uſury,there 


being no former generall law 


that forbids taking increaſe of. 


the rieh. | 2 


bites the rich. as well as the poo, 


it. Indeed he would perſwade 


enable him to oppreſs the Com- 


' | mon-wealth and ſoconſequent-, 
ly the poor:But he doth not ſhew 


how the Common-wealth can 


no particular perſon be firſt 
preſſed;ſure I am the text ſpeaks 
not of oppreſling the Common- 


But Dr.Fexton ſaith that Uſur, 
and doth promiſe to provyeit,! 
but it ſeemes he forgot it, I am 
in doubt he is never able to:doe 


us that tolend tothe Rich is to 


be wronged by Y/xry, and yet 


wealth 
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| wealth, but exprefly names par- 
E| ticularly thy poor brother to 
whom thou lendeſt that he be 
not oppreſled. - So that the law 
points at an apparentand ſenfi- 
ble perſon whom Yſury bites. . 

But D.Fexton comes and tells us 
p.36..Alas good ſimple widowes| can 
they tell when, or whom,or how ma- 
ny their Vſury doth bite? nay can the 
wiſeſt Vſurer of theme all tell? Thus 
Dy, Fenton becauſe he ſees that 
on ſome caſes he _ ſhew 
ow an icular perfon” is 
oppretivnby F/ery; therefore he 
flies for Sanctuary to the Com- 
mon-wealth, to hide himſelf in 
thecroud, whileſt he muſt con- | 
fels he” cannot tell who is op- 
preſſed, but yet the Common- 
wealth or ſome body in it (God 
knowes who)is opprefſled, | 
But| let us ſee how he knowes | 
in general that the Common- 
wealth 


_ 


” —_- 
” + 
- _ - bs 
4 = ; 
1 4 AhE__S a - 
" _— ns Hs. <  ooe 
Ne ———————— . 
L 
- 


—— 


44 A Treatiſeof | 


wealth is oppreſſed by Yjary,For-; 
ſooth he ſaith, it maks things dea-| 
rer &- enhaunces the prices of the 
Aercat.p.36. 4nſ. the dearneſs of 
things is cauſed either by the' 
ſcarcity of the things themſelves, 
or by the plenty of mony. As for 
the ſcarcity of Commadities it 


neither eats up corn nor cattle, 
nor wearesout apparell, nor de- 
ſkroyes the native enero 


merchants and others {who by 
Uſury axe enabled to trade) do 
export ſuch things as arecheaper 
and plentifuller here than in o-. 
ther Gountries,that ſo they ma 
ain there: and doe bring bac 
uch things as are deareſt and of 
molt neceſſity at home, that ſo 
alſo they may gain bere. So that 
Uſury doth not only nat cauſe a 


wn (| 


cannot be cauſed by Yſ#ry, for it | 


of any Country. But Contrarily | 


ſcarcity; but it is the meanes of 
plenty 


apy, a a py | ſ 
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plenty in a kingdome, for as it 
Conſumes not. that we have,ſo 
it procures us that we want. As 
for dearneſs by reaſon of plen- 
ty of mony, it isno miſery but 
he happineſs of any Realm to 
know ſuch a dearth: thoſe places 
are not the Richeſt where things 
are cheapeſt, for then Scotland 
would excell England, but it is 
the want of mony which makes 
things cheap in ſuch Countries: 
Nor let any man thinke that if 


Uſury were not, things would be 
one whit cheaper,for by Dr. Fen- 


tons confeſſion,p.g8.if Tſary were 
not, men would tenter their witts 
either in trading themſelves or im- 
ploying others, ſothat the ſame 
gain would be raiſed an other | 
way; forin the point of VUſury the 
(queſtion is not whether gaines 
may be madeof mony, but who 
ſhall haye, the gaines. 


| As 
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As for raiſing the mercat it is 


not cauſed by Uſnry, the gover- 


nours and Rulers of the Rates 
and prices of all things are the 
owners of mony and the maſters 
of ſtocks, for the Lenders rule the 
Borrowers ,and the richer govern 
the meaner, The monyed men 
proportion the valuation of! 
goods, & by praftice& cuſtome 


agree in a common pain to bet] 
raiſed by the-Contrads of bar-| 


gaining, ſelling, letting and the 


ke. For inſtance, the maſters of 
mony of thiskingdomeby their 


trading raiſe ſo much gaines as 
ordinarily amounts tc 20, or30, 
in the 100 at the yeares end; 
which being conſidered by the 
meaner ſort of people, they rec- 


kon with themſelves,that if they | 
| can borrow at 10in the handred| 
that then —_ trading their | 

th pay theuſe and| 


gaines may 


leave! 


p— 


leave them 20.0r 101. gum 
'Y fo that the borrowers do trade 
i by buying & fellingin themercat 
at the ſame prices that 'the ow- 
ners of mony do, &1t is the rates 
[ll of the mercat that rules theiru- 
' fing,and not their Uſ#rythe mer- 
cat: Thedifference is onely that | 
the owners: prove the greater | 
ainers and grow richer than the 
rrowers who keep but part of 
© their gettings,becauſe that their 
ef ſtocks are not their own: And 
WE queſtionleſs the Common eſti- | 
+l mation of men would not valew | 
Wat 9. or 10 in the 100 ifit did 
FI not ordinarily produce a Com- 
1 |petent increaſe both for borrow- 
e|<rand lender. If any man object | 
that the prime gain which comes 
by buying and ſelling, and leads 
4|{the nn Vſury , 1s too great, I 
ir {know no other anſwer but this, 
4| if Common Cuſtome may not 
| ; Song 


gw | 
| 
( 
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determine reaſonable gaines , } 


ved, fince there is\no rule in 
Scripture for. it ; but that men 
may grow rich by gain. I find 
both _ praiſed and warranted; 
by Scripture, neither are men re- 
ſtrained from gaining more by 
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know not how it will bexeſol-| 


» 


life aud being. ” | 
If Dr. Feniox and thoſe that 
condemn all Yſury had been fo 
obſeryant ofthe letter or literall 
ſenſe of the Law as they do pre- 
rend, they would never have 
troubled themſelves ſo much a- 
bout 'Contrats which - are not 
named in the Law:but would ra- 
ther have goy's "ut that _ 
very taking of Uſury or. increaſe 
( chough it has contratied for) 
1s utterly unlewfull by the law in 
Levit.25.36.where it is ſaid, Take 
thou no Uſury of him. How then 
can 
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trade than is ſimply neceſlary for| 
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can theſe men juſtifie the Taking | 
of their fenus liberale,which they | 
commend, or the fems nduti- 
cum, Which they allow, or the 
Contradns Societatis Or partner- 
foip, which they ſo much extoll, 
fince all theſe are expreſly for- 
bidden by thelaw, If to take any 
increaſe be nnlawfull? To the Iews 
themſelyes the letter of the law 
did ſeem to condemn the taking 
of a gratuity, nay, ſomeofthem 
did think 1t Uſ#ry if a man did 
but ſalute or bid good morrow 
to him that had lent him mony, 
ithe did not uſe to do fo before 
he borrowed it : becauſe in the 
Originall it is (aid, thou ſhalt take | 
wo Vſury of any word, Deut. 23.0ur If 
tranſlation hath it, YVſury of any / 
thing : Surely ſuch fſalutatious 
'were not |contracted for , nor 
were of any. valuable price or 
mony worth, | 

I 
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| Tdonot findiany text brought| 
| byDr.Fexz.out of the New Te al 
ment againſt Yſury ; for the truth 
1s.there1s none,although D.Dow. 
& ſome others do cite two texts, 
firſt Mat. 5.4.2. Give to himthat 
asketh;e* from bim that would bor-| 
| row of thee turn not away. If we aſk| 
D.Downam whether every one be| 
bound to lend to every onethat| 
asketh, his anſwer 1s, Reſpe@ 3s to 
be had of thine ability , and « 
his neceſſity, and alſo ( if it be not 
a Caſe of urgent and preſent neceſſe- 
ty) of his honeſty : if his neceſſity 
urge him to borrow,and thine eſtate 
enable thee to lend , thou art bound 
to lend unto him,eſpecially if his ho- 
nefty deſerve to be reſpeFed : Led. 
onthe 15. Tſalm. pig 224. Why 
may.not the ſame reſpeas be ob- 
ſerved in the interpretations of 
all texts againſt 7ſ#ry # Secondly 
| he cites Luk.6.35 Lend,looking for 
| " mothing 
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[But to conclude, becauſe aman 


nothing thence. Laſtly both he and 


Dr. Fenton: do apply all texts that 
14o mention lending freely , or 


charitableneſs to the poore, or 


mercifulneſs to our neighbour, as: 


heapes obfo many places againſt 
/ſury,.although the name be not 
ſo-much as to be found in the 
whole :New teſtament as | Con- 


ly hear all exhortations to Chari- 
ty, and think them more than 
needfall; and if any man beſo 
omen 'Ufarer as.that he make 


himſelf! thereby unable -to be 


mercifull to the poor , ſuch a 
man may bejuſtly condemned, 
and I ſhall never defend 'him : 


muſt give to the poor, therefore] 
he may notlet to therich,isno 


that bids me lend freely, doth 
not- thereby forbid not to let at 


—_— : 
» we 


| 


demned, | For my part I doglad- |- 


| 


good conſequence. The text | 


D 2 wy all 


Y 
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| 


all, but that upon ſeverall occafi. 


| 
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ons and according to divers Cir. 
cumſtances I may do either ; | 

the Commanding to obſerve one 
ſort of Contract were the Prohi- 
biting of all other kinds,it would 
follow that I mightneither give 


| mony to the poor, nor ſell yidu- 


alls to the rich, becauſe 1 am 
Commanded tolend both. _ | 
But let us admit that both in} 
the Old and New teſtament th 
lawes againſt Yſwry had been 
forall and delivered in as gene- 
rall termes as can be deviſed: Be 
there not many lawes and texts 
which muſt of neceſlity be ex- 
pounded otherwiſe than the bare 
letter ſounds, and according to 
ſuch a ſenſe as may ſtand with 
naturall reaſon, ſo that it contra- 


di& not any other plain or necel- 
Gary doftrine, nor overthrow the 
{ewalogie of Faith > There " a 

aw 


A —— _— 


USU RN. 63 
law of our Saviour Chriſt that 
faith, ſwear not at all, and again 
he ſaith, to him th it asketb,Guve 3 
Neither of theſe Lawes muſt bee 
14/8 Literally underſtvod, but inter- 
preted according to. the rule of 


ey natural reaſon,$& di{cretion.Chriſt 
forbiddeth| his diſciples to carry | 


am 

| gold, or ſilver, or any. manner of 
in £992 718 their purſ es: I do not think 
-hefif| {hat Dr. Fenton and others have 
=o followed the letter of this law, 
1c. ut truſt they will grant an in- 


Bel terpretation over and belides the 
bare letter. There be divers ſuch 
|texts,as, if thy eye offend thee, pull 
are [it o#t 5 pray continually ; if any ſue 
thee for thy Coat , let him bave thy 
"th | cloak alſo: all which if they were 
ra. [not otherwiſe underſtood than 
-eſ{|the bare words do bear, would 
thelf| bring great confuſion with them, 
« a0 (2nd ſuch inconvenience as no | 
reaſon nor law: cculd. or might | 
*.& 2 allow | 


_ . 
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allow in any caſe. Thelight of 
Nature muſt help to guide usin 
the interpretation of many texts. 
It 15 Dr. Fez.own confeſſion,p.34:. 
that Yſury is a Queſtion of that 
"nature, as is not only determina- 
ble by the law of God in Scripture: 
but alſo by the law of Nature , thoſe 


| fe ollowing thejudgiwent of Natzrall. 


Maximes 'and Principles of 'Coms. 
mon equity , which are written in 
the hearts of men by the fingerof 
God , which point had need be 
well conſidered, becauſe as 2dr: 


who think they cannot admire as. 
they onght the Power and authority: 
of the word of God, if im'things di-. 
vine they ſhould attribute any force 
to mans reaſon ,, for which Cauſe. 
they never uſe reaſon ſo wiltingly 
as to diſgrace reaſon. Pag.97. Nor 
let any man think ((aith he) that: 


| Hooker ſaith, « wwmber: there are), 
| 


diſcretion we can-have no«ſſurance: 
| ; fo 


_— 


Abies. 4 - * adv 


| ſtraight as he is forced to main-! 


m—_— | | 
to pleaſe God 3, for to the quthor and 
God of Nature bow ſhall any operati- 
on proceeding in naturall ſort, be in 
that reſpe& unacceptable?the nature f 
which himſelf hath given to work 
by, he cannot but be delighted with, 
wh:n wee exerciſe the ſame any 
way without. Commandement of his 
to the Cnttrary.Pag.60. Now if any 
place in the Bible may receive an 


interpretation from the rules | 
and principles of naturall reaſon, 


why might.not the texts of Vſury? 


fince it 15 converſant Ogre, 


about Coavengnts and Contra. 
which are grounded. only upon 
the laws oe Nature and Nations: 
and many Caſes there be which 
are confeſſed by all to be no ap 

parent breaches of Charity, nor 
any injuſtice found in them; In- 
ſomuch that Dr. Downam 1s 


brought | thereby to ſuch a 


— 
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tain that there be other reſpeds 
{ which make uſary unlawful beſodes| 
tha hurt of or neighbour, p. 4.4. & 
( 25. But if Charity be the fulfilling 
| of the whole law, I will give them 
leave to talke their fill, yet I can- 
not beleeve how Yſury can be a 
fin if it hurt not my neighbour, 
Their pretencesof the oppreſli- 
on of the Common-wealth b 
taking Yſury ofthe Rich isbut a 
} meer SenFuary of ignorance,and a 
fiction which can never be pro- 
| ved, fince it is practiſed in the 
Richeſt Common-wealths. 
Whether the l:w of Vſary be 
Judicial, 
To prove the lawes againſt 
Yſury to be Aorall and not Judici- 
all Dr.Downam produceth a main! 
argument which is not in Dr, F, 
his words are,The law which Com- 
\ mandeth free lending is not Judici- 
all, but Morall ; for the ſame law 
which 


— 
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which commandeth the affirmative 
forbiddeth the Negative. _ t. Dr. 
Downam "miſtakes in thinking 
free lending and lending for gain to 
be termes of offir mation and nega- 
tion : Lending and not lending 
which are GontradiQorily oppo- | 
ſed are only. Affirmative & Nega- 
tive termes 5 Lending freely or for 
gain are only ſeverall ſorts of len- 
ding, and differing in qualities, | 
and though their qualities differ: 

yet they are both poſitive and | 
affirmative; for it is an axiome 
Contrarigruu utrumque membrum 


land Privations, one term 1s al- 


eſt peſorivum, In Contradiftions 


wales negative, but it is not ſo in; 
Contraries.. Secondly let me re- 
tort. DF, Downams.argument In; 
a ſtronger. Caſe.. The law which |, 


: commaneleth repingen the Sabbath [ | 


is not Judiciall but Morali ,_ there- 


fore" tha lim- which . forbid:leth | 
D [3 


Kin l- 
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| onely by his law , that then the law 
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Kindling a fire on the Sabbath day 
is Morall.for the law which-com- 


mandeth the affirmative, forbid-| 


deth the negatrve: what will Dr. 
Dow. anſwer to this his: own ar- 
gument £ here is affirmation and 
negation, Reſting and not Reſting 
in the kindling of a fire, not Con- 
traries onely but Contradicto- 
ries, yet I preſume Dr, Downaw 
will not conclude that kindling 
a fire on the Sabbath day 1sa 
breach of the Moral law. Dr. Fen- 
ton 1s of opinion that if God doth 
forbid biting and opprejſmng Uſury 


ovnſt needs be Morall, and not Ju- 
diciall, except wewill giveliber- 
ty to Chriſtians to oppreſs and bite 
their Brethren, pag. 44. Thean- 
{wer 1s, The Equity ef the law is ſtil 
in force, the Rigor of it is abroge- 
ted; or thus,the poor ſhould not be 
oppreſſed is Morall,that they ſhould 


not 
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uot be oppreſied by Vſury mg et. 
To wb. ; ſoy of this di. 
tinRion clear, , we muſt, knqw 
that Atl Judicial lawes were made 
for the hedging in or encloſing 
of the Morall law, and whereas 
the Morall law was delivered. 
either in Gemerall {eve 
commandements, or Negative | 
prohibtiong thy POR comes 
after and givez ſome male ra rey 
politique Eethioos in the ob- | 
ſervation of them; for example, | 


the Morall law ſaith ingenerall 
thou ſhalt SanFifie the Sabbath, 
then comes the TJudiciall and 
faith, Te ſhall kindle no firethrough- 
ont Far babitations upon the Sab- 


tath day, Exod: 35.3: ſo the Mg- 
rall law tells us thox ſhalt uot ſteal, 
the Judiciall adds, if a mer 8teal 
an 0xe, 0r a ſheep he ſbould pay five | 
or four, fold for it, and in.mo(t Ca> | 
(es but double, Exod: 22, L4n | 
then 
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then there 15a generall equity in 


and. eternall. There is alaw 
Levit..25- 23. the land ſhall not be 
ſold for ever: whereby ſelling of 


this law did bind Neborby Kings 
21. 3. that he would not {ell his 


equity of this law which binds 


ſtil in force;yet abſolutely,notto 


therwiſe than a Judiciall law fit. 
1ted for = Common-wealth of 
the Jews: ſo the perpetuall equi- 
[ty firms do added ot 
of not Stealing abides, although 
the kindling of a fire on-that 
day is now arbitrary 3- and 
the Compenſation of ſtealing 1s 
left to the poſitive lawes of each 


all Judicialls which is Morall |: 


inheritance is forbidden, and| 


inheritance to king Abeb, The] 
all men even intidels,to preſerve| 
or procure an inheritance or e-| 
1 ſtate for their poſterity,remaines|, 


fell any land 1s eſteemed no 0-| 


— — — 


nation, |. 
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nation, The ſame law that for- 
bids us to ſtesl, bids us to relieve 
the poor, and ſo doth the equity 
of the law of Uſury. It is ſuffici- 
ent that the generall equity of 
this law be obſerved, and the 
poor retieyed, but that in parti- 
cular they muſt be relieved b 
the not taking UV/#ry of them 1s 
notneceſlary. It was afin in any: 
Jew to take Uſnry of his poor, 
although he did relieve him 0- 
therwayes, becauſeGod did re- 
{train| him to that particular 
[manner of relieving, the poor. 

But with us it is otherwiſc; if by 
any other meanes we do ſuffici- 
ently relieve the poor, then even 
the taking of U:#ry of them is no 

fin nor-oppreſſion... * | 
Concerning the Jaicials of 
Moſes we muſt alſo obſerve, that 
they were not ſo particular, but 
that many things were left to the 
| Or- |- 


. 
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Ordinance of the Magiſtrate or 
high Prieſt , and humane ordi- 
nances ( as Mr. Hooker doth ob-| 
ſerve) are many times preſuppuſed 
as grounds in the ſtatutes of God, 
Dent. 24.10. There is a Judiciall 
Law which ordereth onely the 
manner how a pledge muſt be ta- 
ken;this wake” 21% doth preſup- 
poſe ſome former humane law 
that did order that pledges 
might be taken.Even that ill law 
or Cuſtomeof divorce, Dent . 24.1. 
is regulated by a Judiciall law, 
that it might therby be made leſs 
hurttull. The mw why I note 
|theſethings is, becauſe the law 
of Godconcerning Yſury did pre- 
ſuppoſe and was grounded on a 
former law or cuſtome of. the 
Jews which was then ir aſe and 
praftice; And the ſpecial: caution 
for the Poor might leave. the 


Rich to the cuſtomes and avs 
| O 
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regulate all ſorts of contradts. 


allow Vſnry only to Strengers ; It 
doth not. follow but that others 
that were neither Poor nor Strax- 
| gers were left to the ordinary: 
laws of the Country. No Magi- 
ſtrate could give a diſpenſation 
for Yſury towards the Poor, nora 
Prohibition for it towards Stran- 
g2rs:{o|much as God ordered no- 
human\laws might alter;as for o- 


God provided all the civiltlawes. 


of ſuch ſins as had been learnt by 


his people of the Egyptiaens,of for 
the prevention of ſuchas might 
be taught them by the Cananztes. 

Iknow that Dr. Fextox doth 


And wheras the law of Moſes did | * 


ther caſesnot ſpecified;they were 
left to the ordinary policy of the | 
State. For we muſt not-think that |' 


of 1ſrae[:His eſpeciall care was to: 
ordain lawes for the refarmation | 


63 
of the Magiſtrats we did always]. 
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| inferre that the law which pro- | 
hibits Y/ary 1s Morall, pag. 45.be-|, 


cauſe the allowance ot it to ſtran- 
gers isonely a Judiciall , forun- 


leſs it. had been a fin, what needs. 


a toleration: ſince lawfull things 
have no need of a permiſhon: ? 


Anſ.1. If. the allowing of Yſury| 


tro ſtrangers be no Law at-all but 


onely an Exception. or proviſo] 
annexed to a former law, then it 
can be no Judiciall; all lawes do| 


Command or Forbid ſomething, 
but this if itbe an exception dot 


neither , — ann It. leaves -the|| 


thing indifftrent- as it is thena- 
ture of all ſuch proviſoesin ſta- 
cutes, But if they will have iv to 
be a Law, "then it-muſt bind af- 
firmatively ,- and not only-that: 
one Mx, but that-one Muſt take 
Uſury of a ſtranger, for in the O- 
riginall it is thou ſbalt lend upon 
Uſury-or ſhalt cawſe to bite 3; And 


— — 


the |; 
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the Hebrews underſtand this ©; 
be a-Commendement and not a 
Permiſſion only, 

Secondly whereas they Com- 
pare the allowance of Uſxry to 
the perwiſſion of Divorce, they 
erre notoriouſly : for the diffe- 
rence between allowing and per- 
witting is moſt manifeſt, as Dr. 
Downam Confelleth pag: 298. We 
allow thoſe things only which 
we ſuppoſe to be good, or at leaſt 
indifferent: - But we-permit only 
fach things as: are eſteemed e- 
vill. God hath faid-by Moſes 
thou #vayſt or thou ſbalt take Vſw- | 
ry of a ftranger , he neverſaith 
thou mayſt divorce thy wife if ſbe 
diſjleaſe thee, or thon ſhalt put ber 
«way. But the law is, If be do diſ- 
pleaſe thee, and find uo favour in 
thine eyes, and if thou ſhalt put her 
way, and rf ſhe do marry an other, 
and if he alſo put her away , Then 

(Faith! 
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( ſaith the law ) her firſt busband | 
may not take ber again, Denut.,24.1, 
2,3,4.ſ0 that the end. of the! 
whole law of divorce is onely 
to keep the woman from retur- 


ning to her firſt' huſband aftera, 
ſecond mariage; all that goeth' 


before is but by way of ſuppoſi-| 


tion: But if any man will Cons. 
tend that the Writing, of « bil, of 
divaree is enjoyned in the lay, it 
muſt follow thas itisnot a Pgy| 


ry, to our, S4vieurs daring who 
calls it. a Permiſhon, At: 19.8, 
And ifitbea Comand, we muſt; 
needs underſtand it as, ay. order, 
only bow: and after what manner. 
the divorce ſhould be,to wit by bill 
in writing : but_not as an order 


to be divorced. Itis very little 
leſs than blaſphemy. to ſay that 


— —— _ 


miſſion but.a-Command, contra il 


that did Command men fimply'f 


| Moſes law ſhould allow any 
| thing | 
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thing that. was evill. It is the 
power of the: lawgiver to make | 
both the'Rle & the Exception to 
it, It is an over-bould ſpeech of 
Dr. Fenton to ſay, thatnotwith<|- , 
ſtanding Moſes law had given 


\ liberty to the Jews to take Uſwry 
= of ſtrangers, yet it was a fin to 
doit , and that they (Could not be 
+ 4b/ol ved in the Conrt of Conſcience, 
"| although they might be abſolved 
"(i in the exterwall Count, pag.45 | 

E - Whereas Dr. Fenton doth pres 
| tend-thatra Reaſox that moved |: 
God 'to permit this fin of Vſury 
toſtrangers, was to prevent . the 
greater oppreſſzon -of his own-Peo-: 
We, and that the hardngſs of the 
Wl Jewiſoi/bearts was ſuch that if they 
WM nicht not have taken Uſury of 
WStrengers they would have made « 
Prey of they own Brethren.ib. Anf:| 
* BHow much 'doth'this derogate: 
from the Jawes of God?as if they! 


were| 
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| | were not able to bridle one fin 
but by the toleration of fomeo-|. 
ther; and if the hardneſs of mens 
{hearts muſt be born with , ſince 
mens heartsare as much harde- 
ned in other fins as in Vſury, why 
arenot ſome other ſins tolerated 
as well as /ſury? {urely the 1dla- 
try. of the Jews was: as great as 
their Vſury, & their bearts went a 
whoring after ſtrange Gods, yet Dr | 
F. cannot {hew that any 1dolatry 
was permitted themin any kind, |: 

I find ſome Griticiſes: uſed by 
Dr.Downam , uponthe Hebrew] 
names in-Scripture which ſignifie 
a- Stranger, pag: 208, but I cannot| 
find that Dr Fexrton doth make| 
any uſe :. the three ſorts of Ger, 
Teſbeb, and Nocre(which he tran- 
[Thtes to be Advena , Inquilinxs, |: 
and Hoſtis ) are infiſted upon by 
him; He would have Nocre to 
TAR an alienby birth, Religi- 


gon, 


— 


gion,affeFion,and Oweling. This 
diſtinction he labours not to 
prove, neither . do I think it 
ſound, becauſe.I am informed 
by thoſe that-are skilfull in the 
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tongues that the Hebrew root 

doth fignifie.to be ignorant or not 
to know, {o that whoſoever was 
unknown, was Nocre, a-{tranger, 
though he were not ofanother 
nation,if he were but onely of au 
unknows family; the word 1s u- 
ſed by Salomon Pro.5. 20. and 6. 
24. where he calls.a Whore a 
ſtrange woman , no man muſt 
think that he1ncanes ſuch whores 
onely as areof an other nation 01 
religion, but all ſach as were not 
to be known to them as wives 3 
So God forbids the Jews Lent. 
17.15. that they ſhould not ſet a 
ſir:-ngrr to be King overthem: 
ſurcly he meant ſuch ſtrangers 
as dwelt amongſt them , there 
was 
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' was - little "danger | that. "they 
| {would Chooſe an Enemy: that 
. ||dwelt'in another - Country, ' I; 
| [find in' Levit.22/10, itii$faid, 
[there ſhall no ftiranger -eat' of the 
holy thing, that is,! whoſoever' is 
not ofthe Prieſts family; ſo that 
the word fraxger may "ſome- 
' | times ſignifie ar 7frael/zte of ano- 
ther family or tribe. | 

Dr. Dewnam afhrms that a Jew! 
was permitted to take Uſwry'of 
ſuch ſtrangers -onely as. were«-| 
nemies and aliens both in-affe&i-| 
'on and religivn,” birth and hab 
tation :'' ſo that ifa ſtranger did 
but dwell or converſe amongſt; 
the Jewes, they. might not take] 
Ufary-of 'him. ' But Dr.Downan| 
| ſhould remember that a Brother, 
and a Stranger in' the Levirical 
law are Membra dividentia, he 
that is nota brother is a ſtranger, 
and &contra;&c. Now a brothel] 
| | Levit-| 


Levit:25:442.18 onely an Iſraclite 


n circunrsciſed brought ont ofi Eg ypt., 
I'M [If therefore the Jaw had proht- 
}, bited only thetaking of.Uſury of 
| an 1/rael:te, and' allowed onely 
5 |thetaking of it of an enemy ſtran- 
at | ger, then the law had been =_ 
e- © imperfett and defettive, becauſe 
o-/[| there had been no direction in 

| the law for ſuch ſtrangers as 
Wl had been ſojourners or proſe- 
ol lyres, who are neither Brethren 
6. nor enemies; 1f any- man. think 
Xi- that a proſelyte or ſojaxrner might 


be accompted'a brother let him | 
but read Levit: 25. verſe 39, 40, | 
42,44,45,and 46. 

I Know D.F. p.46. would have 
us think that a Jew might take 
Uſury of a {tranger., becauſe he 
al WW might alſo kill him : But I muſt 
deny that any privat man might 
kiltz- ſtranger but in _a-publick 
warre;z neither canthelike text 
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be ſhewed for the allowing .of 
the murther of a. ſtranger by a 
privat man, Many places ther 
|be in which the Jews were n- 
joyned to be Charitable to ſtran- 
gers, 1 hou ſhalt not vex a ſiranger,| 
Exod. 22.21. Love y2 the ſtranger, 
for ye were Strangers in theland 
of Egypt. Dent. 10.19. Thou ſhalt| 
nokLoppreſs « firanger, for ye know 
the beart of a firanger , becauſe | 
were ſirangers in the land of Egypt,| 
Fx04: 13. y. There was in many| 
Caſes the ſelf ſame Charity to 
be ſhewed to the ſtranger azto| 
the poor; The corners of the| 
harveſi-field , the gleaning: ofit, 
and the ſingle graper, thow ſhall 
leave for the poor and the ſtranger, 
Levit.19. 9. Alſo the third yeares 
tith,the forgotten ſheaſs, the feaſ 
of Pentecoſt , and of 1abernacles, 
were apointed for the relief and 
benefit of the ſtranger, the father 
| leſs & the widow. There 
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There. are many more lawes 
|to be found in the books of Agg- 
2s which are made forthe bene- 
fit of the! poor; the equity: of 
them certainly \continues' unto 
this day ; but no man but a Jew 
is ſo-mad as to ſay the rigorous 
obſervation 'of them is tobe re- 
quired of us; why then-muſt the 
are Uſury more than. all 
the reft be-neceflary ? It may as 
well. be affirmed that all the Ju- 
diciall tawes are Morall ; let them 
40'S ſhew us by what-:rules' they do 

"| diſtinguiſh theſe lawes ::I doe 
cg apprehend thati»the Tudicialls 
Y were converſant.about the mo- 
Y cality offoutward ations; as a- | 
boutthediſtin&ionsof rzgbre,the | 
diſtributions of:xberit ance*, the 
Puniſtuwents of Crieper, as of blaſ- 
phemy, Perjury, Murther, Adultery, | 
Menſtiughter;; Fornication or the | 

like ; about the rites of Mariage, 
d |nr E of | 
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74 
of Divorces, of Bondage, of Uſ 
x Arooaar, ; rr _ 
| actions, ' the equity.of all which 
1s reducible: ſome one Con 
mandement orothicr of the Mg. 
rall aw... 346) £ pelo rich 
If all the Leviticall lawes' be 
read over , it-annot. be. found 
that ever: any /Judicial,wasdes 
livered: with fuch reſfritions, 
qualifications, - and diminiſhing| 
termes, as:the law of — 'th 
brother, thy poor brather,; flg\pan 
| brother that ir-withthee 3 theyge! 
'nerall name-of neighbour is fict 
ſo muchas ufsd-aboutit-it:2e,no| 
where faid thox ſhalt take no Vie) 
\ ry-of thy weighbimr.: 'Beſides this| 
law hath: ar allowance whish] 
no other Judicialt harhc:{rAnd 
hftly, this law-of Vary taken} 
'the ſenſe of our adverſaties (for 
all- increafe from the rieli/allo)] 
can be no A | 
| ome 


Me 


— —  — 


[be no 'Equity in it , which is| 


which wake Uſury unlawſull beſides | 
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ſome Caſes, and then there will; 


found even in all Judicial{s. In- 
deed I find Dr, Downamw brought 
to ſuch ſtraights as to maintain 
that there be other reſp: &s | 


the burt of the neighbour , pag. 295. 
Bat if 54 be fobidaes, bythe 
Mor all law, and that lawibe a} 
branch of the ſecond table'(as 
Dr. Fenton affirmes ) how it can 
be a fin without breach of Che- 
rity to theneighbour,paſſeth my 
underſtanding, 'fince Charity''1s 
the fulfilling of the law. 0 © * 
Whevias Dr. Downam doth. 
compare /ſzry.to 4 officions lye; 
which 1s a fin, thou {a it turr | 
not but help the neighbour, pag. | 
277. It is truean officious lye is a 
fin:but afſin againſt the firſt Com- 
mandement of the' firſt Table as| 
it is repugnant' to Truth which 
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1san eſflential Attribute of God : | 
Every one that lyeth doth ther- |. 
by deny and forſake - the true 
God. Let Dr. Dowzam tell us, 
which Commandement of the| 
firſt Table is by Vſary violated. 
Tr is not ſufficient to ſay, that all| 
Yſery ts a breach of our allegiance 
to God, this is but begging of 
the queſtion, unleſs this diſobe-þ 
dience can bee referr'd to ſome 
particular precept of the Deca- 
logue,as the officious lye tsto the 
firſt; as for general diſobedience, 
itisa fin that goeth through all| 
the Commandements, and is to 
bee referred to cach particular 
precept according to the ſeveral 
objects of it. | 
. Tt is further inſiſted on, that 
the prohibition of Uſwry is cour 
pled.in :zechiel-18, with ſiones 
”m- the Moral Law ,-' from 
t 


Sa 


Pt © © 


- W,D RV 


encean inference is made,that 


it 


; = Es eons 


QI 


| 


it ſelf muſt be Moral. 
oa 1. If. we look upon 0- 


er Scriptures we ſhall find Ju-, 


dicials and Morals mingled to- 
gether in thegiving of the Law : 
We may ſeein Levit. 19.9, the 
prohibition of Reapizg the cor- 
ners of the field , a gleaning 


| the Vineyards, which were Judi- 
clals, ſet immediately before the 
forbidding of Stealing, Lying , 


and Swearing, which are parcels 
of the\ Moral Law. - In the 13 
verfe of the ſame Chapter'it 1s 
ſaid, Thow ſhalt not defraud thy 


| neighbour, nor rob him : The wages 


of hie that is hired ſhall not abide 
with thee all night untill the morn- 
ing. The former of theſe is Mo- 
ral, the latter is Judicial, And 
alſo in the 16 verſe, the prohibi- 
tion of Enchantment, or Witch- 
craft, is ſet between the for- 
bidding of eating bloud, and 

E3 .* rounding 


| 
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rounding the corners of the bead, 
and warring the corners of 'the| 
beard. 

Secondly, whereas Dr. Downam| 
ſaith pag. 219. The Holy Ghoſt de- 
ciphers a wicked man , that ſhould 
die the death if he did any of theſe 
things. Wee find firſt that the 
words in the Original are, if be 
| do like to any one of theſe things 
or as our new Tranſlation hath 
It in the Margent, or that doth to 
his brother beſides any of theſe. 
| Thirdly, whereas Dr.Downawn 
conjoyns theſe ins by the disjun- 
cive 0r,0ur new Tranſlators uſe 
the Copulative Ard. [ 

Laſtly, to confound Dr. Dow- 
nam's opinion, the Text in the 
13verſe ſaith, He heath done A 
theſe abominations he ſhall ſurch 
e. And good reaſon 3 for ſome 
ofthe crimes were capital by the 
Law of Moſes, as Idolatry and 

| dultery, 


in 

| 

F 

' 

| 

'F 

» \ 
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dultery, but Uſxry, or the taking 
and eding x a pledge hath no 
kind of puniſhment! appointed 
«| [by 4-gfes, neither hath any man |. 
denied; but thatthe law of -re- 
4| £ | {toringthe pledge was Judicial 7 
e\ and notMoral. © oo 1 
6 But let 'it bee granted to. Dr. 
be | Pownam (thatwhich hecan-ne- | 
210 ver wg ) that death is threat- 
|| ned by Ezekiel to-Uſury ; May it 
4\0/20t ſtil bea Judicial. Law for -all 
|£|that 2 Was not:the Law in Exod. 
21+1. 4 Juditih), whereby it-.is 
ordered (that. aw' Hebrew bond<ſer - 
| vant ſhould &t ſever yeares end be 
free and at de ? Yet God doth 
Y threaten the'people for breaking 
this Law ; -by reaſſuming:thei | 
ervants . with" a liberty. to. the 
Sword, to the: Peſi ilemce; awd to the 
Fewins, Jerem. 34.17. | Alſo in 
Numb.1 5.35. the man that gether- 
[ed flicks: ow the Sabbath day was 


W —-4 ſtoned? 


-_—_ 
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ſtoned by Gods uppointment , and| 
yet the Law was +but Judicial, |: 


and not Moral.: t 
Before I conclude this queſti. 

on about the nature of-the-Law 

againſt Yſary, it is not imperti- 


objected. It may beaſked of me 
that maintain thereisno Law. in 
Scripture now in forceagainſt F-| 
 ſury, what Text can be ſhewed| 
that it is lawful 7; OO 4 
| Axſw. There needeth/none; 
for if the Law-of Gad doe not 
now forbid it, it is ſufficient that 
the Law of Nature, Reaſan, and 
Cuſtoms doth make it lawful. . 4 
bout things eaſie and manifeſfi(laith] 
Mr. Hooker |) by common ſenſi; 
there needeth no higher conſult «ti: 
on-== the meancs of ſome things 
ſuch, that to ſearch the Scripture of 
God for the orderi mg of ther, want 


nent toremove.a ſcruplethat 1s] 


to derogate from the reverendav- 
| thority, | 


« 


py 
. 


thority, and dignity of the Scrip- 
tree. IG ; 

If I ſhould aſk Dr. Fegton what 
Text:he hath to prove that Let- 
ing of Land is lawful, ic would 
aſk him ſometimeto find it 5.07 
how he can warrant the ſelling 
ofLand which is expreſly forbid- 
den in the Law, Levit..25.23. It 
may be I can-allege as good a 


Text for Yſaury,. I think the 6 of}. 


Luke which is alleged againſt it 
may with better reaſon be pro- 
duced for it, and if we will ſtand 
to the literal and common ſenſe 
of the word inthe Originall, we 
may conclude that it is not only 
allowed, but commanded there; 
what exceptions canbe taken, if 
a man ſhould tranſlate pens 
lend upon wſury 3; Is not that the 
proper ſignification of the word 


inall Authors ? Hath not the La- | 


tin borrowed the words: Daniſta 


©, arl-| 


<_ 
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1 


an Uſurer , and Darniſme Yſury: 
ns Greek ? ry-nbe wi | 
Tranflation faithonly' Zed, this 

| word''tnay alſo compre- 
d Lending npox uſe, It accords| 
with the Oripinal, and croſleth 
um the Tra _ But 5 wn. 

Lending upon ufury may be 

in this Text allowed os args: 
verſaries, if we will obſerve, as 
it followeth in the Text, to look 
for nothing agajn, Theſe words 


again, although they be anſwer- 
able to the vulgar Tranſlation, 
yet in the Original they have a- 


| nother more proper fſignificati- 


on, as is ſhewed by Beza, who 
no friend to Vſury 3 you ſhall 
have his words in. his —_— 
ons upon Lwke 6. 35. I confeſs 
(ſaith he) that I nevertead tn anj 
other place the word denanilit in this 


fignification {| to hope for ] when ; 
PI 


_—_— 


of looking, or hoping for #0 thing | 


- 


A AB or Wt wn 
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properly it Sonifiech 10: Deſpair, 
[| 4ud ſurely þ way ſtew. that our 
is\ Wl Lord iu this place did conſider wht 


% ” 


G| Wi 4b many timer hinder wen from 
ds lending their money to frame | 
th\ Wl rothren (. to wit the fear leſt they | 
2) | Woe what they lend to the poor).aud 
Te therefore be would remove that fear 
d- fr om us, aud brin gusfo this puſs | 

as 


that as often as we help our neigh- 
bour- far Gods ſake, we ſhowld Newer! | 
think that it way be to our loſs, If 
ſince God makes hinpſelf a pledge 
18d ſurety that we ſhall receive with | 
wich. nſury whatſoever wee. lend : 
If we follow this interpretation, 
then inſtead of { looking for ] we 
weſt ſay {. deſpatring } and ſo the 
Syriack Interpreter underſtood this | 
places They are deceived which 
wreſt this place for. the probibition 
of Vſury'3 48 if Chriſt had forbid- 
us: to: conenans. or exa? any | 
thing above the principal. Thus. 


_ 


a _ __ 


Wn -4<- 


ſhould be called Letting of monty, 
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far Beza ;3-wherein'' we have his 
opinion' and: reafon- ,' and by 
the help of his dire&ion the Text 
may. bee moſt fidly trarfflate#, 
Lend npon UOſury not Deſþ airing; 
for tolend looking for riothing 
again, 'is, as the Biſhop of Win- 
chefterhath obſerved,not to Lexd 
butto Give. ' WOO 

Of the Properties of Letting." 


Dr. Fenton and Dr. Downaw 
cannot endure to hearthat-Vſmy, 


Many are the properties'thatare 


: | (as they think ) inſeparable from 


Letting, and cannot be found in} 


- [the putting out-of money, *Hi-| 


ring or Letting(ſay they)jicof ſuch] 
things as are not y dv 7* the uſe, | 
But have « fruitſull uſe in- thee-| 
ſelves naturally; which uft may be 


| 


valued « part and be let, the preper-| 
ty remaining in the letter, wn 
fRieg 


—— — "" 


- 6 ©. ©-F, XY DT ore ma. 
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thing if it nerſcarry "without the 
fault of the brrer belongtth" to the 
tetter'only Af we alk from whence 
they collett' thefe' diftinions 
and properties of rain, or 
whether they have- any'ru © for 
themin Scriptures They anfwer; 
though -there bee no Text for 
them, yet the Law of Natire 
and Reaſon which ordereth and 
regulateth all humane contra&ts , 
doth teach them: Eer it beſo : 
And Tetus Haveleave alittle to 
examine by the ſame Law of 
Reaſon and common fenſe theſe 
properties of Letting, and ſee 
whethet any or all of them may! 
beapplyed to'money, Ge 


I confeſs- things hired are not 


to'be ſpent in their uſe. Neither 


ſpent in'the uſe; it isnot to ſpeak 
ike a+ Grammarian, - toſay any 
thing: ig ſpent in the- uſe, for 


— 


is money properly ſaid: to bee. 


| 


:- ſpeading, | 
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ſpending and ufng arc in propri: 
cty ofſp iſtinQ, 

howſpever, by reaſpnof' ſame (i, 


militude betygen them ,they.be 
uſed promiſcyquſly by the vy]: 
gar phraſe; A xhiog ule dod 
remainthe ſame after theyuſe to 
+ {heme F890 5-Jjut a thing.ſpent} 

rFiſheth.or, 1s confumed 1. thy 
Hen ing, ſo that no further uſe 
can be.made of. it. Money-1s.ngt 
thus ſpent, at the mot it is but 
ſaid xobe {pent to.him that hath| 
madeno profitable uſe of. it,, jy 
it ſelf it remains »nſpext.and »/e+ 
full to others. - Thus much, Dr. 
Fentos (law very wel, & therfore 
{he doth not argethis-property 
as Dr. Downewe,dothy but.lcems 


alſo of ſpending money in. the firft| 
to as if the-ufe aug;property were 
inſe 


School Djvines -( he- might, alſo 


have 
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eech diſtin&. aftions\| 


to:yceld, and'fſay.pge65; -The| 


parable, ſo-mmnch Hoodaponithi\ 


the ſaws individuall peeces which 


once delivered ſhall never happi-:\ 
ly rerrs again to the ſame per- | 
an ; there may be ſomie difference | 
in a Philoſaphers brain , but not | . 
in 4 werchaunts purſe , it is all one | 

whether it be, the ſawe ſhilling or | 


another as goed. 


Things let(lay they Jauſs have | 


4 fruitful uſe naturally in therw- 
ſelves. If this property were 
true I would confeſs  mony 


[might not be Let. But. Common 


ſcaſe doth Confute this aſſer- 


— 


__tton,| 
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tion. What fruitfull uſe hathal 
houſe naturally? doth-one houſe 
beget or bring forth another? 
is-1t not an artificialb thing as 
tools, inſtruments, and furnj. 
ture? all which are lawfully Let 
although they have no more 
fruitfull uſe by nature than.mo- 
ny hath. All things that areuſe-| 


fulleither by Natwre or Arv, that| |. 
| have either fraFum in .them-[F|, 
"] ſelves , or queſinw by induſtry, |W|.; 
are the object. of Letting:. no[|+1 
man will deny theartificiall-uſe| [7 
of mony, yet I find Dr. Fenton to|ll |. 
contradi& himſelf in this point| |, 
of the uſe of mony,. his words|l |. 
are, pag. 20. The wonyes, of 4|i | 
tradeſman. be bis tooles by which-he\ |. 
getteth bis living : if therefore the an 
be retained from bim,to his ſenjibl:\ |. 
detriment, ſatiſfattion is due injui\ | 
ice. and equitie without touch of ty 


Vſary; Tn.an other place (ps: 
| 94-t 


Ah 


.) forgetting this he deter- 
Mo ak Nothing whatſoever it | 
be, naturall or artificiall, but it ſer- 
verh.either-to feed, or tacloath, or | 
to work withall, or,to play withall: 
yet ſor mony there is no uſe to be 
made of it., + F 
| Mony having thus an Arti/i- 
ciall\ uſe diftinit, fromthe ſpeny | 
ding of it, this'uſc of it 1s valuay 
ble a part, and to he. guided; by 
the Rods rule which ſerves, for 
the true valuation..of any other 
Lettable. thing: we ſee\by dayly 
experience that the valuation of 
the uſe .of mony is more cer- 
tain than of other things, It re- 
maines then, that ,mony bath an 
artificiall uſe which is valuable , 
and in that reſpe&® may be let as 
ether artificiall things are. | 
- To proceed.Another proper-: 
ty ( ſay--they ag. 16. Jof] Letting 
Ms, that the # E only is paſſed vb 
hot. . the 


—_—_—— 
——__ 


- 
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hw and a'right'to give orbe- 


the property reſting in the Lender. 
Whereas Lending paſieth over tht | 
property with the uſe for the Heme, 
it is Lent. Is this true ? Then 
a man had: need take heed of 
Lending, If when he lends he! 
loſeth the property of the'thing 
lent? Surely I ſhould thirmk that 
the vſe and" poſſeſſion only (and; 
not the property )ts paſſed away 
in Lending and Letting alſo; He 
that hath Lent his mony dutivg| 
the time that it is Lent anda 
of” poſſeſfion , hath' power in| 


queath at his pleaſure ,-which 
he could not difpoſe of ;''if he 
had no property it.” 'A'pr6- 
perty in the fum Lent, orto' the 
equivalent, which is all one'a 
Dr. Fenton hath ingenuouſly con- 


-perty in that I#dividwalhilli 
| whic 


———— 


feſſed. * Tt is a frivolous excep-if|et 
tion to fay he hath not'a pro-£/l; 


VSKRT. 9% 
which he lent, fince art hath (o 
ordered it-that all ſhillings are 
the ſelf ſame in uſe, and'as one 
ſhilling, If all other naturall-and 
artifictall things, which are con-, 
feſſed to be Lettable, were of e- 

uall. value and uſe; if all hor- 
fa and ſheep were alike in. all 
things without any reall. diffe- 
rl rence 'in their goodneſs and 

Tk fuſe, it would beall one to him 


By that had let his horſe, to receive. 
ut his own horſe'or another. | 
nll 'e muſt widerftond (faith D. | 
6. WI Fenton ) & ſperiall kind of Lending. 
<M|which for penury of worder, and 


nerrowneſs of our Engl:f} wanteth 
4 proper terns, Ti'Latine it is called 
[ Mut] or imtiatio — which: 
is faith-he the free paſſing 'over 
both of uſe and property for a time, 
at the time ended to- receive the : 
[like againg thns he. Tfit be paſl- 
ſed over but for a time ; -then " 
| | tne 
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the. time ended the ſame again 
muſt be reſtored; why then doth] 
henameonly the like again? if| 
onely the like be reſtored then the 
* [thing it ſelf 1s paſſed over fore 

Yer. 

Dr. Wilſox the Civilian in his 
booke of Uſury puts the Caſe| 
how. hiring of mony may bee| 
[lawfullz. if a man borrow a 100l| 
onely to make ſhewof,, citherat| 
ſome bank, or otherwiſe to per-| 
{wade the world that he: hatha|ſſ" 
{| Loot of his own, and if he xever 
{ it but preſently reſtoreth 
the ſelf ſame- x00.pound which 
he borrowed , in this Caſe the 
| Lender may lawfully take and 

Contract for hire or uſe of his 

| \ mony becauſe it is not ſpent 

in the uſe. This Caſe is borrow- 

| ed from the Papiſts, and allowes 
a man to take Uſery for beleny | 

to Coſen the world, although 

| himſfe! 


— 


USFRT. 93] 


himſelf be no- way damnified 
by the want of his mony. | 
But' the grand impediment | 
of Letting mony is that the Bor- 
rower ( ſay they pag. 17.) ſtands 
to the hazard of it , which they 
think to be againſt the law-of 
(ef E0d. 22.14 1 
al  Anſw.Concerning bez ard, we 
ol | find that in the Law Exo. 22.12. 
-ar {bout beaſts delivered to a! 
«x. {ocighbour onely to keep, that 
half « haſt be fiolx be ſhall make re- 
ver fit=tion to the owner thereof, 
<< {vbich Caſe ſhews the owner 
ich{doth not ſtand to the hazard, 
thelſbut the Keeper only, who yet 
andfath. not'\ſo much as the uſe or 
E his prey but only the poſleſſi- 
peat” of the| beaſt, ſo Jacob tells 
Laban Gen. 31. 3c. that if any of 
bis ſheep were ſtolw by day or by 
right, that he made them good ;, 


| — 


| therefore their rule faileth which 


; ſaith | 


| 


ſaith every thing perifſheth 10th 

' right owner.pag:17 . '- © 

- It'' may. be: an{wered-,/that 

| whatſoever the'Law ''was for 

things depoſited, yet for thing 

| Let the Law 1s Cleer' that the 

borrower ſhall not make'it goo 

or ſtand to the hazard, becauſe: 

|-it came for th: hire, Exod. 22.1, 

This Text 1s either not inde 

ſtood, or wreſted to a falſe ſenſ 

as may beſt appear if we cite 

the whole Text 'which Dr. Fe 

| ton 'hath curtald: to fit his oy 

turn 3 the words are, If 4 wa 

borrow ought of his neighbour i 

| it be bart or dye, the owner there 

not being with it , he ſhall ſur: 

make it good \, but if the own 

thereof be with it, he ſhall not mak 

it goed , If it be a hired things 

| PS for the hire. 

+ Anſw: 1. It may be thought 

'the Text intends beaſts only and 
| 6 


th 


© — 


— 
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th not other gopds; or mony , be- 


cauſe the four : precedent Ver-. 
ſes to which the Text hath re- 


\forMference are reſtrained to ox, aſle | 


or ſheep, ar any beaſts andthe 


fame words 'of dying and hure 


Wrcuſed in thetenth verſe where | 


Mother goods : withall there is 


Wlubject to decay and periſh, and. 


mmuk 
ing 


ting areuſedin this verſe which/|. 


beaſts ,onely- are meant;,. which | 
ords are not fo.,proper to ex-, 
rreſs all. forts of hazards of 


rreater . reaſon, that. the hazards. 

ff: beaſts ſhould notlight upon 

he borrower, becauſe, Way by; 
a 


the courſe of nature are 


ily | 


any, ſecret ; diſcaſgs Aurk.' uy 
them; which-the borr OWErs. can-, 
not :diſcern 45/' whereas other 
goods, and eſpecially mony, are 
not of ſo; periſhablea dispaſliti- 


ughſon, buy their; faddain defiryti- 
; anon is moſt times; þy the 444; or 


no 


Tm. 4 


olly 
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folly of man , and not from the 
God of Nature. But ifit be gran-]. 
ted that the"Text underſtands| 
all goods, then indeed it coins 
hometo the point of U/xry; but 
it makes for it and not againſt 
\ it : for the law is for things et, 
that if they be hurt the owner ther. 
of not berg by, he(the borrow- 
er )ſþall ſurely make it good. Now| 
in Uſury the owners do not, and 
for the moſt part can not ſtand 
by and ſee how their mony mil: 
carries, Indeed when a thing 1s| 
hired for ſome particular end 
wherewith the Letter 1s made| 
acquainted , then he- may ftand 
by and ſtehow it prot and| 
of ſuch a lending the'Text-is belt 


Letter ( though he had'the pro-| 


et 
unta |e hazard but onely when' 
he ſtood by; thet it witht: appear 
(ſaith 


—— 


oa 


underſtood. Tt is-plain that thei 


did not alwates ſtand the; 
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aw 


| (faith'Dr. Fentonp ag. 17.) not to 
| be the Borrowers default. The 
(| Rabbines expoſition of this 
WY text may = ſome light to the | 
underſtand! 


it ing of it, and it is-| 
| M/ thus; | The words are, if it be hurt 
[| 27 dy : that is, burt in theuſe, or 
dye in the work, for which it was | 
| bired : If a man ( lay'they) 
- bire 4 tool fot ſome particular, if | 
it be bart in doing the work it muſt | 
d\ i not be made good - ſo if I hire a 
{| borſe to plow with, and the horſe 
1s\ I whileſt he is in plonghing dy, then 
10\ [14m free. But if Iborrow goods 
del or beaſts, and they be loſt or ſtoln, 
1d lor hurt, or taken away by violence, 
1d\fl 7 dy,1 aw» bound to pay al', if ſuch 
oft violence do' not befail it in the 
he || time of the work, If I borrow a | 


0- borſe to plow with, and he dy ei- 
ad !h:r before or after the ploughing 
en\ſM[1 muſt make him good, 


bf 
th 


To apply this Text to mony, | 
F the | 


——— 
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the moſt that can be gatheredis, 
that if mony be hurt in the uſing 
-4 it without the Borrowe:s de-: 
ault it muſt be at the Lexders| 
Bane, . But fince mony is not 
ordinarily, hired for any . one 
particular uſe expreſſed; but in| FT 
generall to be imployed at the|Y|.1 
Borrowers diſcretion; how,can| |; 
the Lender of mony be compre-| |, 
hended within that law which as 


did onely relieve the Bor- 
rower in caſe the thing hired 
did periſh in that. ſpeciall uſe 
for which it was borrowed? The 
ground 'of the equity of this] 
Law is, if the thing hired be not 
1tble_in its own nature to do the| 
thing for which it was hired with- 
out periſhing, the Hirer is not to be 
at the hazard of it; mony all men 
"| know to be able of its own na-| 
ture to do the thing for which 
p was hired; if by any Caſuall or 

exter- 


—_—_ T*Iiiwnu oc. a oo 
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- f 


aa 


externall accident mony' pert- 


ſheth,the Law provides no reme- | 


dy in ſuch Caſes. It is one of 
the ſingular benefits and the pri- 
vilege of mony in traffique that 
it is not ofa periſhable nature. 
Theeends why policy found out 


theuſe of mony were many : the| 


Chief are, that it might be Dure- 
ble, Portable,and Partible. | 
But to grant them that he that 
ſtands to the hazard ſhould have 
all the games : Is there not ha- 
zard| to be found in the Letter 
as well as in the Borrower of 
mony? many that have Contra 


ted for Uſury by bonds and o- 
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ther ſecurity have loſt both 
Principal and Uſe, and have 
been | thereby undone; furely 


ſuch people find hazard in it, | 
Wit is arule in the Civ4/ law, that 
lomnis mutwatio plerumque aan | 


neſa,c0q; meretur compenſationem. 
2 Tt 


wo 


[100 _ 
It is fit therefore in equity, that 
ſince the Lender ſtands in hazard 


him alſo. 


-| But this gain they allow,S0 it may 


be conditional, if the borrower gain, 
And this conditionall gain can 
only be by Partnerſhip. As for let- 
ting of mony upon Condition of 


the Borrowers gain, it is a courſe 
as miſchievous and impoſlible 
as the letting of land upon like 
Condition; without experience 
[no man can ſufficiently deſcribe 
it, It would make all bargaines 
to be nothing but ſnte 1n law, 
no debts ſhould be due but up- 
on proof and witneſſes examt- 
lned; nay there1s no Py 
\of knowing mens gaines or lol- 
ics without racking their Con- 
{cier.ces, and opening a gap to 
; perjury for every unthrift in his 
\own Cauſe, - Or if loſs and gain 


—— 
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there ſhould be a gain due to| 


_ — —— 
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could be diſcovered , how ſhall | 
it appear, whether it beby de-? 
fault of the party -or by the act 
of God ? many times they both 
concur, and are ſo twiſted that | 
no eye of reaſon can diſtinguiſh 
them. In effte&t, hereby every 
man 1s tied to haye an eye to 
watch the diſburſing of every 
penny which helends, which s 
a thing impoſſible, and there- 
fore the law of reaſon and of all 


fnations doth think it frter to 


tolerate ſometimes a miſchief 
which may happen by an un- 


{fortunate bargain upon an abſc- 


Ixte contra&, than to allow of a 
perpetuall inconvenience which 
would follow a Conditionall Co- 
venant and overthrow the con- 


tracts of all Common-wealthes. 


In all —_ there is a conſide- 
ration had of the caſualties, and 


becauſe there may be a poſſibi- 


lity of extraordinary gaines It 
F 3 muſt 


—— —————_— —_} 


——— > 
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| muſt counteryalue the extraor- 


which being contingent, and ſel 
dom happening, they are ſet one 
AFagainſt the other, and a middle 
indifferent rate between them, 
which doth ordinarily happen, 
belongs to the Lender, who is 
, [not to partake in the extremes: 
Becaufe it1s rarely to be ſhewed 
that any- loſs can-befall a man in 
hveleſs goods meerly by the at 
of God, without the concurrence 
of ſome fault of man, either of 
| negligence, ignorance, indiſcre- 
tion, wilfulneſs, or the like. To 
[conclude the rule that guides 
the valuation1n all Contracts, 1s 
i not what Caeſually is or way be, 


/ | happen. 

As for Partnerſhip ( which 18a 
projet much magnified by the 
| adverſaries of Uſury) let it be ex; 


_ 4 
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dinary loſs if any happen , both| 


but what ordinarily is like i 


as CAE A Han es eas Ha ti —_ — py On > ao yy 


amined| 


—_ _— 
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- 
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amined what it is. Thoſe are 
B | truly Partners who in a Joint ſtock 
communicate their. paines and 
travel: {b that an equal induſtry 
and | privity goes along with the 
imployment of the ſtock. There 
the Truſt being reciprocal, the 
covenants may beequal, and the 
Lays do relieve men upon their 
Covenants-and mutual agree- 
ments» fuch Partnetfhip : But 
in this their pretended Partner-| 
ſhip,'where there is bur a truſt 
ofone fide, no equality of pains, 
no privity in trade, no partncr- 
ſhip.in the matter of ſtock, nor|- 
in the form or conſent of zegoti- 
«ion, 'but: onely a Partnerſhip 

in thegains, this cannot trul 
be called a Partnerſhip, but it 
is only theoffice of Maſter and 
Servant under another name, -or 
falſe title, and differs only m the 
[manner of the wages, which'in 


Fa thi] 
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contingent, and in the other ab. 


counterfeit Partnerſhip, .a man 
may make no covenants that can 
begood in Law, nor ſo, much. as 
take a Bond for his Principal, 
but hee muſt onely truſt to the 
honeſty of his friend, ſince no 


nor can be drawn ſo reaſonable 
as an honeft man will be bound 
by them, or'ſo firm. that a diſho. 
neſt man cannot ſafely break 
{ them, | 

It ſeems tome, that after all 
the ſtir about V/xry, Dr. Fextos, 


| [this their caſe of Partnerſhip, is 


ſolute. Beſides, in this their| 


articles can be made that ſhall be} 
legal except they bee Uſurions:|. 


and all his fellows :doe allow of 
 Oſury under another name, Tnte- 
reſt 3 they all agree a man may 
lawfully take ſoit be againſt his 
will; that is, when a man detains 
his money from him againſt his 


———————. —— 
w_ —” 


will,]. 
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will ; but if a man be ſo courte- 
ous as to conſent that another 
ſhall keep his money; hee muſt 
then ſtand to the curteſie of the 
Borower. XX 

Now that which they doe call 
Intereſt, they doe allow in two 
caſes z Either where there is; firſt 
Damm contingens,a loſs arilings |. 
| Wor ſecondly,” where there is L#- 
o| B42 x{ans, gain ry ; ſo that 
if either a man receive duze2ge, or 
that his gaiz be but hindered, he 
'may take intereſt. Now in all 
leading a mans gain is hindered, 
becauſe he hath not his mony to 
employ when occaſion ferveth , | 
or ſhall be offered : Nor is it re- 
quiſite that ceaffrg gzim muſt be 


[ 
| 


certaigly proved ; for that is 1m- 


| 


poſſible , being a thing contin- | 


gent, but a probable eſtimation 

«| of it may bee allowed (by Dr. 

| FPownams confeſſion pag. 166.) & 
| - - 


TR 
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in all probability gar ceaſeth, or| 
is hindered , whereſoeyer there! 
Is Lending. Therefore by this| 
their own Scholaſtical diſtin&i- 
on there 1s Intereſt due for all] 
Lending. Only ſucceſſeve or injer- 
wſury which 1s before delay of 
Payment they would fain ex- 
clude. Butif Ietereft be(as their 
own MelanFhon faith ) a debt| 
which hee oweth by the Law of 
Nature , who hath been to anc- 
ther an effeFuall cauſe of dw 
mage. or bath hindered bis gain,' 
becauſe Nature teacheth that ne 
wan mwwſt be enriched by the hin- 
dring of another, according to 
the Rule of St. Paw! 2 Cor.8, 
13. That one be not eaſed, that a- 
nother may be burdened: Thenit| 
will follow, that delay of Payment 
doth naturally begin from the firlt; 
winute of Lending 3 if any will 

abridge himſelf of the yoreny 

0 


% 
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of Natwre by the giving day for 
payment, yet if it bebya Cove- 
vant conditional to pay ſo much 
intereſt at the day appoin- 
ted, then ſuch a Contra&t is | 
but the ratifying of a naturall 

W debt, with a dilatery payment 
for - the . benefit of the. Bor- 
cl WH roOWer. : 
bt Thus after all their pretended 
of | MF impediments of Letting money; 
0-| WW they are forced to confeſs at la 4 
a-| WM that an intereſt_may- be juſtly 
n,' Wl due and taken; which 1s nothing 
no MW <lſc but a hire, a recompenſe, or 
"| an increaſe of ir. The ſole doubt 
to | they make is about the contra@- 
g, | ing for\imternſury. Neither is Dr. 
4-| | Fentox.nor Dr. Downazy, {0 {tif a- | 
it gainſt contracts when they come 
"| W to the point. asat firft they made 
ſt | ſhew of. Dr. Fenton ſaith, pag. | 


Il! 64. -1t 5s great reaſon that the deb- | 


_ — a ————_ —_—_ 
_ - 
. 
- 
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ge Wl for ſhould truſt the creditors charis | 
of ty | 
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ty &* not the creditor rely upon the 
fidelity of the debtor ;,. and Bond:| 
may inſome caſes be lawfully made, 
which cannot ſo 1 wwfully be exab.| 
ed. This he ſpeaks of contradts| 
without any condition of hazard| 
expreſled. 

Alſo Dr. Downam doth adde, 
That if there be a covenant of the 
one fide 1n eventum lucri, to par- 
fake of the gain , and on the ther 
| fide but a purpoſe of bearing part| 
of the loſs I would not altoge- 
ther condemn ſuch a contra, pag.' 


163. 

Thus both theſe Divines doe 
conſent that a contract may bee 
made for intereſt, if there be but 

a purpoſe in the Lender not to 
exact or oppreſs thereby. -Yet 
like men uncertain and doubtful 
what to conclude, they ſome | 
[times allow a man to take inte- 
reſt ſo he doe not contra for it, 


i eres 


— 
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at other times to contra for it , 


One while a Bond way be lawfully 
made, ſoit benot exaded; another 
while it is lawſull: to take where it 
is not lawfull to covenant or con- 
traf, Again , Dr. Fewtox ſaith , 
pag. 1.29. That the poyſon of Uſury 
is mm ſome contra@s ſs cloſely. and 
eunningly convezed, as the very 
turn of the intention of the minde 
way alter the caſe to make it juſi 
or unjuſt ; the contr1& remaining 
one and the ſame. If one and the 
ſame |contra&t may be juſt and 
unjuſt, then all contra@s are not 


unjuſt by his own confeſſion. In 
another place (pag. 125.) he tells 
us, We may puzzle him with ſome 
caſes ſo cunninely contrived. where- 
inwe can find no difference either 
in Juſtice or Charity from other 
{awful contraFs : Then querewhe- 
\ther it be withis the Definition of 


ſo he donot take it, (.pegi 27.) 


Uſury | 
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Uſury-=-If it appear juſt and law- 
full, it ſball not appear uſwrions, it 
way perhaps. border or coaſt upon| 
Uſury. Tet ourconcluſten ſhall ſtill 
remain entire, That Uſury pro» 
perly ſo called is ſimply unlaw- 
full. A trim Concluſion. But 
what are we the wiſer for know- 
ing that 'all /ſzry is unlawfull, 
unleſs he teach us what 1s proper- 
ly celledVſury > This is the main 
doubt, what is Vſury, and what is 
not whether. all increaſe , or in- 
creaſe onely from the poor;whether 
all contra@s for gain by mony be V- 
ſarg.1t Dr. Fenton may be puzled, 
and not. be able to tell us what 
Contra&s differ from Juſtice and 
Charity , and what not; If one 
and the ſame contraf may bee 
juſt and unjuſt; if that w/uriows 
contrafs, as they do approach un- 
[to equity ſo far forth do decline the 
zature of Vſury, then are we (till 
| ano-! 


_  NQSQUAR u[ 
rant what properly is Vſury, onely 
we may know that 1t 15 #»/awfill 
if we knew what it were.. T his 


is the laſt and ſafeſt retreat that | 
| Dr. Fextox findeth. | 


Concerning humane Teſtimonies of 
Fathers, Councils, Divines, ' 
Heathenr, and Laws. 

As for the Teſtimonies of Fa- 
thers and Councils we do affirm 
that neither Father nor Council! 
did eyer define Yſury to conſiſt 
in the contra&Fing for gain , they 
werenot ſo curious or ſubtle in 
thoſe Ages, as to define it at all. 
But moſt of thoſe few paſſages 
that arein them may beſt be un- 
derſtood to mean only ſuch U- 
jury as was an oppreſhion to the 
[poor. | 

As for Ariſtole, Plutaerch, Cato, 
Sexeca, Pliny, and ſome others, 
[ ſhall offer the confeſſion of Dr. 


Fenton, 


——K 


; Fenton (pag. 65.) Who is perſwas 


| ing money in the firſt uſe, as if uſe 
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ded that the very conceit of theſe| 
grounds (of the Philoſophers arga- 
ments ) bath moved many to think| |, 
more favourably of Vſury it ſelf ll 

than there is juſt cauſe---The force| ; 
of the Philoſophers argument taken 
from the barrenneſs of money, and) 
the unnatural brood of Uſury, being 
mingled with*metaphors , if it be 
not rightly apprehended, is obſcure 
and doubtfull. That alſo of ſpend- 


and property were inſeparable---=k 

mach ſubjeT te cavil. | 
By theſe roges wee may ſee| 

what little confi 

putteth in the arguments of the| 


Heathen Philoſophers againſt /-| 


ſury. As for the bare anthority 
of theſe men, the ſpeculative de- 
terminations of ſo few Phi- 
loſophers , are no way to bee 
compared with the grave wil- 


dom 


 —<- x > — 


ence Dr.Fevton|W; 
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Evhercin they deal, . Ofury dea- 
MWling with mony , which is uſed 
Win alltrades, hath made the abuſe 
1 |thercof more generall,and there- 
Wore all men havethe more fre- 
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dom of whole ſtates which by 
practice and by Cuſtomes in all 
ages have approved thereof, I 
know the abuſe of Uſury hath 
[given juſt cauſe both to Chriſti. 
ans and Heathens to declame 
|bitterly againſtit, Merchandi- 
ſing ( as Dr.Fenton tellsus ) alſo 
Letting of Land, and other tra- 
dings have their manifold abu- 
ſes, and.yct are things lawfull 
in themſelves; and, whereas all 
other | trades. do, oppreſs but 
within: their-own , Citcle or li- 
mits, and in ſuch parti 


quent occaſion to ſpeak againſt 
it. | 
The Civill law. which was 
gathered out of all the beſt an= 

tient 


— 
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tient Lawes both Heathen and and 

| Chriſtian , and which is moſtin 

| uſeat this day,doth allow Uſary, 
The Lawes of Yewice, Genoa, and, 
the Low-countries (three {im-| 
ply the richelt ſtates in Ewropr)] 
do allow thereof' , and yet are 
| free from poor, which perſwade 


that UVſury gym fo hartfulf to 


ofthis land hey. do vary, Lo 
this lan o' vary, 
| one mg eo es 2 (lr 
another, but they Rey owt 
ry of Orpha Rear; the E 
laſt Belly fi ace th e _—_ of: 
Fenton. in the 21. 

ames doth _— Te in = 

undred.” | -3 © 

The Conſtant oratice of the 

Common Law of this/and', and 
alſo of the Chancery in ointo | 
| equity, doth not only: allow -In-W 
tereſt where there is a Gontral 
for it, but alfo doth wks: 


where thereis none. 


WA Ah 
' 
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nd To end this point, if all Laws 
in and (ſtates had thought all V/wr 
to be unlawfull, andalſo miſ- 
chieyous to a Common-wealth, 
And if that Partnerſhip be a 
meanes both lawfull and bene- 
ficiall, It were ſtrange that no 
practice nor Law of any-nation 
would never eſtabliſh this lat- 
ter; And for all the world totol- | 


nd 
m 
) 
are 
A 
_ 
dy had been at band, had been 
Ir 


in 

e 
' 
fe- an wniver/all madneſs. 
a | | 

ing 


Argument againſi Uſury. 


d 

| 

Fe 

ni lerate a fin when ſo eaſy a reme- 

ot 

thell 7 is to ſorve Doub tful,therefare 
WW wrlawfull, becenſs Whatſoever 7s 

tho not of faith is Sim. | 

ndll 4rſw: This argument doth 

O01 not make it ſimply unlawfull tor 

In-Wall , but onely to ſuch as doubt, 

ac and therefore it proves not the 


point. For Dr.Fentex his poſiti-- 
To on 


th 
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ons, that all Uſury is of it (ell 
a fin, and ſo nothing indifferent 
By this Doctrine he firſt per- 
plexeth the underſtanding off 
the weak, and ſo makes then 
doubt , and when he finds then 
doubttull, he uſeth their doubt- 
ing to prove it unlawful, be- 
cauſe they doubt , whereas if it 
be ſimply a (in of it ſelfit isas 
well a ſin ifa man doubt not 
aSif he doubt.- And the placec 
St Paul Rom: 14. by him alleged, 
ſpeaks not of ſins, but of things 
indifferent ( as eating) which by 
doubting onely are made finsto 
the doubters,and to no body els, 
Now if the Gauſe why men 
doubt whether all Uſury fs lin, 
be onely for that Dr. Fenton and 
ſome others teach ſo , thenthe 
ſin of thoſe that doubt may fall 
heavy upon- the Cauſers of it.] 
Tra if Dr.Fentoz allow Utſury 

. to 


__ 


a 
mm 
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Fecrmine there is no doubt of it, | 


"Wncrly before the comming of 


uw ro faith but it is mingled with 
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| douybtfull,it cannot but ar- 
ue ralhileſs peremptorily to de- 


. 


herehy/ to enſnare the Conſci- 
nces of the ſimple. 

Pefides the doubting ſpoken 
f by the Apoſtle, though it were 
"Wof things indifferent , yet for- 


hriſt they were things necefla- 
rily preſcribed by theLaw,but, 
after, taken away by the Goſpel, 
ſo that to doubt of them . was | 
conſequently to. condemn the 
Goſpell, and deny the faith in 
Chriſt; But the doubting of U- 
ſury is noeſtabliſhng of the Ce- 
remoniall Law, - or overthrow- 
ing of our belief and faith in the 
Goſpell. Neither is all doubt: 
ing meant but ſuch onely as 0- 
vercometh Faith , for there isf- 


"FF ſome doubting. Laſtly it 1s not - 
neceſ- 


——— i.  — ,.———__— 4 
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neceſſary that faith ſhould be| 
alwaies grounded upon the] 
Word of God, for if a manbe 
perſwaded of any thing bythe 
light of Resſon, or by Senſe, bbiv 
juſtly ſaid to beleeve it. Toth! 
confirmation of this dot&rine 1! 
muſt produce ſome places of jx- 
dicious Hooker. The will of Gel 
(faith he)by which we are to judg: 
our aFions, no ſound divine in the 
world ever denied to be in Part 
| wade manifeſt, even by the light| 
of Nature, and not by Scripture «| 
lone,pag:37.And he adds in ano-) 
ther place,that there may be a cer- 
tain belief grounded upon other 


aſſurance than Scripture me 
are ſaid to believe whatſoever we 
are certainly perſwaded of , whe-| 
ther it be by reaſon or ſenſe, pag: | 
60. Andin a third he gives this| 


reaſon; 1t is not required,nor cas) p 
be exaded at our hands , that wee 


ſoould 


ENS 
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Wl ould yield unto any thin other 
* os than {och as doth anfoer the 
Wevidence which is tobe had of that 
Wwe «ſcent unto : for which cauſe e- 


i: Woes in watters divine concerning 


owe things we may lawfully donbt; 


: 1of [ome things we way very well re- 


 Wicin an opinion that they are pro- | 
Whale, and not unlikely to be true, 
Then are our Conſciences beſt re- 


 Moloed and in moſt agreable ſort 


wto God and Nature ſetled, when 
Wthey are /o far perſwaded,as thoſe 
orounds of perſmwaſion which are to 
Wc had will bear, which thing 7 ſs | 
Wnuch the rather ſet down , for that 
WI ſee bow & number of Soules are 
Wor want of right information in 
Wibis point oftentimes grievonſly 
Moexed, when bare and unbridled 


af concluſtons are put into their minds: 


ll they finding not themſelves to hav: 
= hereof any great . certainty Ima- 
gn this proceedeth caly from lack of 
| faith | ; 
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faith, and' that the Spirit of God 
doth not work in them , ai it doth 
in true beleevers: by this meancs 
their” hearts © are. much troubled, 
thty fall into anguiſh and perylex. 
ity; whereas the ruth is that hoy 
bold and confident ſoever we ma) 
bee in wordes when it commethto 
the point of tryall, ſuch as the + 
videnice is, "which the'truth hath, 
either in it ſelf or through prodf, 
ſuch is the hearts aſſent theres, 
neither can it bee ſtronger being 
grounded as it ſhenld bee: pag.73\ 
74. Thus far Mr. Hooker, There-\il 
fore it 1s no argument to col 
clude that becauſe the Scripture 
doth not allow Uſzry, therefore 


it may not be uſed - for if the ; 


Scripture do not abſolutely con-| 

demne it, it is ſufficient if reaſon 

or Senſe do guide our belict for\ 
the practice of it. 

I leave thoſe that doubt to 

« con 


| 


confider what Dr, Fenton him- 
ſelf ſaith within a few lines in 
the ſame'page. pag:7 5.This Oſw- 
ry which we have in hand is no 
principle" of faith, no myſtery of 
Saluation' to be | apprehended in 
the ſimplicity of belief: bnt a point 
of Morality belonging to the ſecond 
ahi land 0 determinable by the 
rules of Equity and Charity. 

It isobjefted(pag. 77) that it 3s 
| Scandalous, and therefore unlaw- 


ll. 


| ling If ſcandall be taken and 
[not given, it is not in it ſelf un- 
lawfall, Still he flies from the 
queſtion. | 


E 


Of the kineteralis eſs of 
Uſury 


| ; Afourth Reaſon of Dr. Fenton 
'15,,91.that the encreaſe of moy 

1s unnatural.” Therefore elenfal, 
An ſw 


IIS 
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| On 


Anſ, This is no argument of 
Divinity from Scripture, but| 
> Philoſophy from . Arifte-| 
te. | | 8 
| Secondly , if it wereof force,| 
it ſerves onely againſt :Uſary off 
money , but 'not of all. othe| 
things, OE) ol 

Thirdly, it is confeſſed, that] 
money conſidered asit 1s a metal, 
1snot perhaps by nature apt to 
generation and , increaſe 3 and 
yeteven that may bee doubted 
of : But money conſidered asit 
1s money, which Art. not Na- 
ture hath produced, may beal- 
lowed an artificial increaſe or 
gain, as well as houſes, ſhips, and 
many Other things not natural, 
Policy hath ordained the valu 
of Metals to bee the common 
rule and meaſure for the worth] 
of all things vendible, and by 
common eſtimation it is ac- 

compted 


| 
ULI 


ut ll of ſuch thingsz ſo that in opi- 
0M nion anduſe monyis both land, 
| | | houſe, horſe, corn, or any thing 
© thatis valued by itz even man 
NY himſelf, who in worth ex- 
Wl ceeds all other creatures, is by 
W Gods own valuation prized at 
vt Wa certain ſum of money, and 
d,Wffty Shekels of Silver vvere ac- 
tolcepted by God in the place and 
nd I ſtead of a man who by vow be- 
ed longed unto him ./ Leviticus 
27 


Ip 

It being then ſo apparent , 
that Money is by Art taken, 
and uſed for all things valua- 
ble, both by man and God him- 
Milf ( vvho: had his peculiar 
Coin, the Shekel of the Sandtu- 
ary, for all ſacred uſes, Exodus 
30.13.) Itfollows inall reaſon, 
that ſince the nature of moſt 
things that are valued and ſold 


compted in the place and ſtead 


GO 2 Is 


| . 


= tl 
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ney. 


werſe for'letting. 


| than take hire for a houſe wh 


{the better, ' whether may the 
'Letfer take money for his hire! 
It 


3 ' 
L ; 
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1s*to bring forth 'an' increaſe W lt 
that money it ſelf alſo whichis| 
eſteemed for them ſhould doe b 
| the like, orelſe Art is fruſtrated » 
of her intention , who found| 
out theuſe of money onely for] 
the caſe and benefit of Trade, 
which proves to be a diſcommo. 
| dity it the benefit of increaſe be] 
{ loſt by 'the converſion into mo- 


It 1s further objeQed by Dr. 
' Fenton, "That money may not bet 
'|l:t fer bire, as a horſe, a h:uſe, o 
| a cow, becauſe theſe things are the 


- "47ſw.. Whar thinks he, maya 


'{he' binds the Leſſee to leave iti 
as good repair-as hee foundit? 
| Many times a horſe by a mode- 
| /'fate journey after long reſt 1s 


tl 
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[f this Argument were ſound; 
that no hire ought to be taken, 
but where the things are the 
worſe for uſing, then I believe 
all the Rent that hath been,paid 
for land ſince N-4bs Flood hath 
been unjuſtly taken : For it 
will hardly appear that-any 
Acre. of land is worſe now than 
in his dayes;. ſince many Acres 
are bettered by tillage and ma- 
nuring , which by lying waſte 
are hurt; and houſes alſo decay 
moſt for want of inhabiting, 
The true rule of Letting is not 
onely the Lenders loſs m the 
impairing of the thing lent, but. 
the Borrowers gain by the uſe 
of it. And we muſt conſider; 
as well what the owner is the 
worſe by thewant of that uſe, 
as what the thing lent is im- 
paired, If anotheruſe my land, 
though it be not the worſe; yet; - 

G 3 he. 
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he is the better by having the 
crop of it, and Tam the worſe 
by vvanting that benefit of it| 
which hee made ; therefore 1 
juſtly challenge Rent for it. 
The like caſe is for money, the 
Borrower hath the uſe of it, 
and — the money beenot 
the worſe for uſing, yet the 
Lender is the worſe by miſling|l8| 
the commodity which the o-| 
| ther makes of1t, and the Bor- 
rower is bettered by the employ-| 
ment of it. "MP 
{| AIlfo it is objeted ( page| 
| 148.) That money is voyd of all 
immediate nſe in it ſelf to'the| 
poſſeſſor while hee doth enjiy| 
_—_ 
* Anſ. Soitis with Land, which| 
immediately neither clothes nor} 
feeds any man, but by the medi- 
ation of tillage and paſturage 
\ both are effe&ed, and though no 
| may 


WY cleyen 
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man immediately eatsor wears 
money , yet by themeanes of it 
food and raiment are procu- 
red. ; | 

Another objection is , That 
money the more it doth increaſe 
the more it may, which is wun- 
naturall, and contrary to other en- 
creaſe. . 


- Auſw,.Tt is: ſo in other ſorts of 


Eincreaſe ; for one Sheep brings | 


forth a Lamb, : and that Sheep 
and Lamb in timebring forth a 
double- increaſe., which mulri- 
pliesto-a third; and ſoforward : | 
ſo one hundred pound brings 
forth ten-pound, and both toge- 

ther in-time increaſe to produce | 
und, The only dif- 
ference 1s, that money is more 
durable | than other fruitfull 
things, which by courſeof Na- | 
tureare more periſhable. - 
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Of the ungodlineſs of 
Viurg 


| 
foot 
It is ungodiy and impiou' again 1 
*% firſt Table. becauſe it oy | on 
not upon Gods Providence,but is af. 
ſured by Bonds againj# the Ad ofWr; 
God. 

Anſ. 1. Dr. Fenton forgets that, 
| he ſaid Yſury belongs to the ſecond | 
Tables Why is it here .made.3 
breach wn —_ d 00 

Secondly,the Yſurers y1s 
to arm himſelf againſt the 
-ry fraudes , negligencies, orother|l 
follies of the borrower. . If by the 
hand of God an extraordinary\W; 0 
loſs do happen, by the like means 
alſoan extraordinary Tee "4 
be raiſed ſometimes, both which! | " 
belong to the borrower, except þ ; 
the mercy of the lender, to | ba 
whom he is to truſt, relieve him, Hits 
And; 5 


| 
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the hand of God onely is he un- 
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And ſurely the Yſwrer hath great- | 
ercauſe,and ſeems: alſo to truſt 
God more than any other man , | 
and is leaſt armed againſt him. | 
He had-need pray againſt foul- 
weather, wall , wind, and 
wrack ; for although hee beno 
Husbandman, Merchant, Tradeſ- 
man, nor Labourer, yet by. the 
thriving of all theſe he muſtlive, 
if all or any of theſe miſcarry, it | 
is:not |his bonds many times 
which help him. Neither againſt | 


! 


armed, but againſt the fraudes of) 
[men many times his: ſecurity 
cannot detend-him. ..How many 
have been defrauded of their 
principall -debts by fraudutent 
(deeds of gift, by concealing of j 
goods, and divers other waies ?.| 
[[t1s true ſome few ira City may /| 
ſometimes attain ' to -a noted |. 
[wealth by Uſury,z but'theſe are: 
Be, LT but | 


SS ® 
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but as ciphers in compariſon of 
hundreds,who living by thelike 
employment of money.do ſcarce 


attain to a moderate gain where- 
by to' maintain themſelves in 


beſt, what by theloſs ſometimes 
of intereſt, ſoinetimes of princi- 
pal, and other whiles of both, 


of their mony for want of rea- 
ſonable ſecurity, have provedin 


the end perfe&t Beggers by this 
ment can there be of the hazard 
and danger of mony thats lent, 
than the common opinion of the 
world, which eſteems a fmall re- 
more ſafe and certain than al- 


with perpetual hazard ? and for 


| 


their firſt condition; 'and many| 
times as ſkilfull Uſurers as the 


and many times by the lying ſtill|. 


trade, And what greater argu-| 


venew in land of Fee ſimple ,|. 


moſt a double encreafe in mony|. 


this:cauſe land is dearerthan mo- 


Ls A 
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| As for taking of. Bonds for 
payment; it 15no. more injurious 
ro the Providence of God than 
to have a bond or covenant of a | 
Tenant for the payment . of his 
rent; for'although ſome yeares 
by the unſeaſonablneſs of the 
year, or by ſome other a& of 
God , the land yeelds not the 
rent contraCted for ; yet the| 
Tenant 1s abſolutely -bound- to 
pay it without any condition of | 
gaining ſo-much by the land ; 
And the*-reafon 1s-grounded up- 
on great equity, andis all one 
both for contrats of land and 
money to be abſclute, 

' Neither G o D n-r Nature 
have proportioned the valuati- |. 
on of Lands Commyndities, or |: 
 Moneys3no Text can be brought | 
Wjto prove an Acre muſtbe fold 
at ſuch a price, or a commadi- 


ty at ſuch arate, the worth of 
thinne 


<_— Ci ————— Rs... 4 


ral neceſſities or opinions of 
each particular Nation. Thus 
the common eſtimation dothal- 
low Lands, Goods, and Money 
taken with all caſualties , ha- 
zards and charges, to be. worth 
one year with another about a 
certain value 3 and it 1s rea» 
ſonable that ſuch a certain va- 
lue ſhould be contracted for ; 
ſo that as the Seller or Letter is 
not to participate of the ex- 


bee raiſed , ſo hee is not to ſu- 


pen. 


Of the Tnjuftice of | 
Oſary. 


| 


© — 


132 A lreatiſe of 
things in proportian.,one to, a-| 


nother, is a hnwane arbitrary cu. | 
flow , grounded upon the ſeyes| 


traordinary gaines that may|] 


ſtain the lotles if any doe hap-| 


# 
It is further urged, (peg. 98.)| 
that | 


= hat 
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that it is #njuſt, becauſeit takes hire 
for loan, and ſel; Charity, which|. 
ſhould be: frees ſo that things are|. 
not lent i but let, if they: goe for). 
bire. þ j © things © 37 
| nſ. 1.Dr. Fenton.candhew no}: 
reaſon why money may not be { 
let, as well as lent; as wellas a) 
[houſeor a horſe: which may be 
|both : I ought in great neceſlity |. 
to lend freely to the poor, yet}. 
this work. of .Charity doth not 
hinder me from letting the ſame | 
thing, where there is notthe like 
neceſlity. 1 = | 
If the uſe of money for a time be 
worth mony in buzing and ſelling, | 
asDr.F.confeſſeth(pag.99. )The 
rule may better hold in Letting, 
which 1s no work of Gharity , 
though both in Letting. and Sel- | 
ling Charity ts to guide us. It|- 
doth not follow. that becauſe T- 
muſt lend a ſhilling for a day, 
Za there- | 


—— 
— 


|their goods. - If ſome things] Mc: 


{{elling, and ſelling in — ink 


| creaſe. m one day to thus eleven 
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Fm — 
therfore I may not lendia pound 
for a year. Belides, ever in letting 
for hire, there is often both Ch,. 
rity and friendſhip ſhewed +: As, 
if I let a thing for half the value 
the uſe of 1t-is:worth 'to- one le 
whom others dare not truſt with 


which are fpent in the firſt uf [t 
maybe fold for increaſe, why ca 
may not other things that are y- th, 
fed belet in the lame ſort ſince the 
letting is but a temporary kind of wi 


petuall kind of letting... Tf fuch 
things as are bought this day for| 
ten pound may be fold to mor- 
row for eleven pound., = 
not the ſame ten pound whic 

by buying and ſelling may en- 


pound, may 1tnot by letting en-| 
creaſe in a whole year to ' as 


Am. 


much £2 
Nor! 
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| 


Nor canthere be: any reaſon 
ſhewed , ſince mony hath 'a 
gainfull uſe in it . ſelf ( and 
as Solomon ſaith, anſwereth all 
things ) why I may not as well |. 
ſet a hundred pound in mony, | 
as a hundred=pounds worth ot | 
Cattell, houſes or lands, which | 


e| [buy with my mony : And be- 
y cauſe they often tell ts that be 
1-| WW that beares the hazard muſt have 
e| WE the gain, T muſt aſk what they 
of WW will ſay- to a leaſe for life wher- 
F- 


in both parties hazard , yet but: 
one gaines, 
Dr. Andrews Biſhop of Winche- 
er hath an argument againſt 
Oſury taken from the Rule of} 
our Saviour, Luke 6.31.45 ye would | 
that men ſhould dn to you, do yee 
W's to them likewiſe, Nemo (ſaith 
"\Wbe) fb; vellet Uſuras infligi, cum | 
fratre ſic aget igitur., No man Is | 
ling to have Uſury taken of 
him, 


Py 
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him, therefore. he muſt not take; 
himſelf; every man defires to 
borrow freely, therefore he muſt 
lend freely. | 

Anſ, The Rule of our Saviow 
mult. neceſlarily be thus ex- 
pounded,Whatſoever zee will, that| 
is, Whatſoevgr you will according 
to right reaſon or common Juſtice; 
for if any man be ſo-unrez- 
ſonable or ſo frantick as to} 
will , that others. ſhould kill 


him, yet. my.. Lord of Wincbe. 
fter will not ſay that therefore 
| [that man may kill another, 

So he that defires to borrow 
freely, breaks the Rule. of 
|common equity and-, reified 
reaſon, by covering his neigh-| 


bours goods; for .he that deli- 
reth to benefit himfelf by the 
uſe of another mans goods, doth| 
therein uncharitably - deſire the| 
hinderanceof his neighbour.,/ 

% | Alſo 
Fo % 
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| | 


| 


\which: is ordinarily. far .groa- 
ter than; that.. of,.tenne- iy ;the | 


| Alſo;atis objefted, that- rhe 
il greatneſs of gain which is made 


by Uſury is  unlawfull.pag.100 
Anſ::1. This 1s no. -propf. a- 
gainſt all. increaſe of mony; 
but onely againſt exceſſive 
gaiges : whereas 1t ſhould. bee 
proved that- Yſury of a penny 
in the hundred isafinne., as well 
as often pounds ow, 
SEconN 
of ,merchandiſing;1s condemned, ! 


hundred. ;-i- -- -: 


- Thirdly ; The greatneſs of | . 


gain by Lending.,muſt.. be eſti- 
mated by the. common opinion 
ofthe Country ;. otherwiſe how 
can any, mans Cpnſcience war- 
rant him to purchaſe any inhe- 
ritance? *Men buy land tothem: 
and to, their heires. for: ever, 


OO VRE nl 


| 


ly,By this Rule all gain | 


_ —_ - > PIO ery. ere —— dr 


that 1s. cl Doomesday; which. 


'When' 


au. — 
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knowes, and yet as if every 
pR—_— knew the hour, he 


when it will come' no man 
| argaineth for land atfifteen or 
fixtcen yeares purchace.-But the 
laſt day may come within a 


po. 1 within fifteen, or per- 


yeares : howſoeyer it - bee: 'un- 
certain , yet the pabliquie 'valu- 
ation. doth! eſtecm. it- Certain ; 
And no man buyes land at 15; 
yeares purchaee,,''upon Condi. 
tion that Doomes-day come tt 
before, becauſe perhaps thetihe 
may have a dear pennyworth; 
Nor -upon Condition that'if 
the world laſt longer. then fif- 
teen yeares that thenceforward 
the purchaſer ſhould 'pay-4 
further fam. No, but 'Cuſtome 
thinks fit' to make an abſolute 
bargain, though by the meer 


dear ' purchace. 


aps not within fifteen hundred! 


at of God it 'may bee —_— 


——— 
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As the argument of the great- 
neſs of gain in Yſury makes a- 
he gainſt trading or merchandiſing, 
| or | ſo thereby alfo bargaining for 
the leaſes for term of yeares- will 
n-a|(ſ be made unjuſt 5 And this may 
er- | the better appear if we exa- 
red mine one of Dr. Fentons cxam- 
un-| ples of Uſ#ry in this kind * 1f 
alu-\8 faith he (- peg 21. ) purpoſely to 
in ; MM avoid the: Statute I will purchaſe 
uw annuity of twenty pound per 
annum with ap red pound 
not for tem yeares,” this is bargain 
and ſale, yet the very ſame with 
Uſury, differing onely in parch- 
went, and manner of Covenan- 
Wing, ſubjeF# to the ſame iniquity 
Fr in:quality ; poiſoned with 
ya WM porpoſe of avoiding the Statute and 
tomeMW jenalty of Uſury. | 
plate 4»/. 1. If onely the purpoſe to 
meer} avoid the Statute makes his Caſe 
de'a ſto bee Vſery ,then beforethe Sta- 

As tute 


| | 


| yeares and annuity bought with 


| 
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tuteit was no Uſury; for there 
could bee no purpoſe to a- 
yoid a penalty . that was not, 
and this -is to make Uſwry a 
breach. only of Mans Law. and 


not of Gods. Let us aſk Dr, 
Fenton whether a 'leaſe for 


mony bee Uſury ſimply. init 
ſelf; = dares Do ſay it, %* an-| 
ſwer.is,” peg:129 Wes cannot con-| 
dem it for Uſury -, and yet he 
ſeeth moſt. apparently it- is 
of the. very ſelf ſame nature 
with Lending upon bonds, and 
differs onely in the ſecurity: 
upon bond a. man ties himſelf 
upon a leaſe a man ties his. land, 
in both theſe there is the like 
increaſe by mony ., and both 
pay alike at the end. 

Secondly , this. Cafe I find 
put. of a leaſc that brings in a- 


bove tenne | in the hundred, 


SRONDY y there- 


he 
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thereby to make it' more odi- 
| ous': but glve.us leave to put]|” 
[it in other termes, and then aſk 
/ 4 his opinion , If with a hundred 
" ound I purchaſe an anuity of 
Tl I | 

| tenne pounds per ann and 
twenty ſhillings over yearly 
1th\M for tenne yeares, Is this Uſury 
nt becauſe it is an increaſe above | 
an-\ithe principall ? It is the very 
WW {elf-ſame bargain in nature 
with his, it differs only in the 
quantity of the increaſe. Now 
ture both by his definition and ar- 
and! cument, as well the increaſe of 
wh a penny is Uſury as of tenne 

(| pounds in the hundred , ſo then 


{ |by his dodtine a man may not 
like | wy a leaſe worth gne penny 
oth\ | more than his principal), TIfit 
| bee pretended that bargain and 
find] | Gle of leaſes be lawfull if it be 
n 2-1 | reaſonable, otherwiſe not; then 
red, if the unreaſonablenefſs —_ 
22d O 
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ah. 


| 


= 


| bargain isa ſinne, but of theftin 
| generall not of Y/#2 y. 


poſe in buying an enmity of 


.intention men labour tox| 


| Statute is the purpoſe of ſuch 


_, 
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of the bargain make. .it a ſinne 
of Uſary, then the former do- 
Arine which faith al increaſe #| 
U/ury, is thereby denizd, And] 
colters that an unreaſonable 


Thirdly , The principall pur. 


leafe for yeares is to gain bya| 
hundred pound, which fſinceit| 
could not ſafely bee done by| 
bonds, therefore by a ſecond! 


yoid the Statute, ſothat to gain| 
and in gaining to avoid the 


Contra&ts, andnot chiefly toa-| | 
void the Statute, which might [rj 
beſt be avoided by not purcha-j |be 
ſing at all. | 
Fourthly , It is no ſinne toa- 
void a ſtatute by lawfull meanes 
if the Contra of bargain = 
e 


falebecin it ſelf lawfull , why | 
ſhould it be a vice and not a 
yertue. thereby to avoid the 
penalty of the kaw, ſince lawes 
are purpoſely made: ro force. 
men to avoid them -by, lawfull 
meanes. 

Fiftly, Whereas Dr:Fenton(pag. 
1:9.) concludeth, that if ſimeply | 


1 vithout any pretence ſuch annuity 
+ (of rerrt bee bought orſold , wee 


cannot condemn it for Vſury. It 


W followes that the pretence or 

W intention of the heart, and not 
painſſſſ the Contract makes it Uſury : 
Wand that (as he himſelf confeſ- 

MW ſeth pag. 128) if the intention be 
| |right , that which formally is Uſu- 
rio vpon the matter mayie juſtice 

Wi bee equivalent to 4a lawfull Con- 
Mtra#. If formall Y/ary may bee 


Nes3 
and 


fale 


, = Uſury , wee mult look for a 


\new definition of Yſary in the 


| Conſciences of men , and- not 
in 


| 


_ 


"Soles Ms, ” 


1hh ATreatiſeof | 


uh i 
* 
- 


in Dr. Fertons treatiſe; Andiid 
Uſury bee committed- in By | 
ing and Selling, what Contra 


will bee found '1n ' the world 


without Vſury?' ; 

To Inſtance- in ſome other 
| Contracts, let us conſider ofthe! 
abſolute buying aud ſelling of 


| land, or of purchaſing an'annuity: 


for life ; becauſe theſe two-Con- 
tracts are eſteemed by moſt 
men to be the lawfulleſt of all 


fothers,-yet in both theſs, 'the| 
[juft' and 'ordina 


> valuation! 
both of fee ſimple land' and'd& 


| leaſes for lives 1s grounded and! 
[guided by Uſury.onely, and-a 
the uſe of money goeth higher 


'or- lower; ſo the prices of thele| 
riſe and fall, ſo' that in vey] 
truth he that  purchaſeth- land} 
is the greateſt Uſurer in- the] 


greateſt and: certaineſt gain'by 


his 


world . becauſe he maketh'theF. 


| 
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his bargain, for example; Ad- 
mit land 1s bought and faeld 
for ſixteen yeares purchaſe, and | 
let the inheritance of the land 
bee made-away for ſo. little a 
ſumme as the land will bring 
home in fxteen yeares;3 what 
Conſcience is therets keep that 
for ever, which in ſo ſhort a 
time payeth the purchaſer his 
principal? There.can be no other 
reaſon yielded for this great 
diſproportion but this , that 
both the Purchaſer and Seller 
do equally value the uſe ofthe 
money, and do make the bar- 
gain accordingly. The purchaſe- 
mony conſidered with the Uſe 
x - would laſt about a thou- 
and yeares in- payin rel 
ſo alach as the Reno t cor. 


1s, therefore the Purchaſer ex- 


pects to enjoy.,and the Seller. in- 


tends to part with the Jand for 
H 3\', » 


— 
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]ever , becauſe the inheritance 
of. the land after athouſand 
yeares 1s not valuable, for that 
ordinarily within four or five 
hundred yeares the poſleflions 
of the antienteſt families come 
to a period, or decay. In like 
manner, an annuity for lite is 
bought ſor nine yeares puichaſe, 
not. becauſe a mans lite 1s ordi- 
narily taken to laſt but nine 
yearcs , but becauſe the mon 
with the uſe will laſt alinof 
twice nine yeares in paying the 
annuity:ſo that if the Purchaſer 
of the annuity dye within eigh- 
teen yeares, the Grantor may be 
a.gainer, or at the leaſt a faver, 


by the bargain 3 but if he. live 


— —————— —  — 


abovecighteen yeares the Gran- 
tor'muſt be at loſs. This-Caſu- 
ality ofa leaſe for life, wherein, 
the Buyer hopes by his own lite 
to be a gainer, and the Seller 
hopes 


—_—Y 
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hopes by the death of the Buyer | 
to bee a gainer, hath made lome | 
men (if wee will believe 7 howas 
Aquinas ) to think that a leaſe 
for life is the worſt kind or dou- 
ble Uſury , becauſe there is an 
Uſurious intention on both 
lides, |as well inthe Grantor as 
in the Grantee to gain. 

If many men who are fit for 
Callings live idlely on Ufſury , 
[they | i » but no otherwiſe 
than thoſe that let their lands: 
they may and ought 'to ſerve 
God and their Country in ſome 
Calling, if they do not, it 15no 
fault of Uſ#ry, but an abuſe of 
it, Neither let any man fear 
that Uſzry will bring idleneſs 
in the-world. for ifall men be 
diethere can be no Uſaury. It is 
the ufury-imployment of men 
by their trading that makes the ' 
iſe of money to beat ſo-high- a 


H 2 value 
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value, and many muſt bee idle 
if they borrow not a ſtock 9 
ſet them on work. 


of the Uncharitebleneſs of 
Uſury | 


In the laſt Chapter of Dr. 
Fenton his ſecond book, I did 
expect ſome extraordinary at: 
ment againſt Uſury, becauſ 
it treats ofthe breach of Chariy 
i by Uſery, and the oppoſitior 
between them: I did long toſe 
{it proved; but now Þ am come 
to it, I find it the ſhorteſt Chap 
terin his book, both in quantity 
and proof , the little- that: b« 
{ſaith is in effect , that Yſwrers 

| commonly uncharitable.pag. 106. 
| Anſw.1 did expett to have! 
| proved that all Yſory isin it { 
uncharitable, and he tells 

Ss all Vſurers are ſo: It * th 


| 


— 
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fault of the men , and not of 
the thing. Thrift which of it 
ſelf 1s a vertue, being abuſed is | 
the hinderanceof Charity, and 
yet Thrift is no breach of Cha- 
rity : A thrifty man and an U- | 
ſurer may bee mercifull to the 
poor, becauſe they are many 
times better able than others. 
If Yſury. of it (elf were a breach 
of Charity : then not to lend 
to Uſury werean at of Charity; 
which 1s but a meer Privation 
and no Act at all, The reaſon 
why  Uſurers bee commonly | 
found” mercileſs, is for that 
many men Covetouſneſs makes 
them Yſarers, and not Vſury, 
brings them to be Covetous. 
Many Yſurers are found wel-' 
diſpoſed to Charity, and give] 
twice as much to Charitable u- | 
ſes as thoſe that have twice 
their eſtate in Lands and are no 
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| Uſurers. Since then all Oſurers 
are not uncharitable , and thoſe 
that be, are found , and not 
made ſuch by Yſury, it is but 
ſmall Charity to ſay that Yſu- 
ry of it ſelf is the breach of Cha- 


rity. 


